
 

  February 2017 

 

BONFIRE San Jose Branch 

          AAUW advances equity for women and girls 

through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research 

Wanted: More Women Leaders - Turning AAUW’s Latest Report into Action 

Ready to hear new perspectives on women in leadership? Ready to grow in your own leadership abilities? Ready 
to shift what you know into specific actions? You’re invited to be part of a lively, interactive workshop that will in-
form and inspire. This workshop is focused on using AAUW’s latest report to propel your own efforts in leadership 
and in increasing the number of women and girls in leadership. 
 
To get the most out of this workshop, please complete beforehand AAUW’s 10-minute implicit bias test on leader-
ship at http://www.aauw.org/article/implicit-association-test/. Then, as your time allows, please read as much of 
the report as you can: Barriers and Bias: The Status of Women in Leadership). Free copies of the booklet are al-
so available at Headquarters. You will have the opportunity to share your thoughts on the report, the test, and 
about women in leadership, as well as hear from others. You will leave with an individualized plan that is right for 
you and your goals. 
 
Workshop attendees are eligible for a free follow-up call with the facilitator, a certified coach, to get additional 
support. A special coaching package will also be available to attendees. Ellen Hohbach Scheetz, is the founder of 
Authentic You and is a certified coach and consultant specializing in serving individuals and organizations that 
care about eliminating gender bias. For more information, please contact Vanessa Aldaco. 

Barriers and Bias Workshop 
February 11 

10 am – 12 pm 

Willow Glen Library 

1157 Minnesota Avenue, San Jose 

Speaker/Presenter: Ellen Hohbach Scheetz 

http://www.aauw.org/article/implicit-association-test/
http://www.aauw.org/research/barriers-and-bias/
mailto:gvaldaco@gmail.com
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Sailors know the drill: steer where the wind blows; have the “guts” to hand tools and food from the galley; and 
help pull the ropes and rescue anyone who falls in the water. In the 1800s, three women’s lives converged and 
left a legacy defined by their own talents and circumstance. Elizabeth Cady Stanton "steered the helm" and wrote 
profusely; Susan Brownell Anthony “organized” and delivered speeches; and Harriet Tubman (Araminta Ross) 
“rescued” slaves. It is February, so I will focus more on the life of Anthony, whose birthday falls on the 15th. 
 

Susan Brownell Anthony, a vocal women’s rights activist who never married, was arrested in Rochester, New 
York, for illegally voting at the presidential election of Grant and Greeley in 1872. Early in life, she relentlessly 
spoke about equal pay for equal work, and later delved in on women’s suffrage with Elizabeth Cady Stanton. Alt-
hough Stanton was considered to be more eloquent and was one of those who testified for the Nineteenth 
Amendment, Anthony gained more prominence because Stanton had to raise a family. In fact, the Nineteenth 
Amendment became commonly called the “Anthony Amendment.” 
 

In one of her speeches on May 20, 1893, Anthony said, “It is a very difficult thing to make the masses of women, 
any more than the masses of men, congregate in great numbers to study the cause of all the ills of which they 
complain, and to organize for the removal of that cause; to organize for the establishment of great principles that 
will be sure to bring about the results which they so much desire.” 
 

Anthony, an abolitionist born in the 1820s, somehow made connections with Harriet Tubman, who was also born 
in the 1820s, via the Underground Railroad, which provided secret passages to slaves escaping to the North and 
Canada. Harriet traveled 13 times from the South to help save over 70 slaves. Her courage defied all the whips 
and lashes she suffered from her former slave owners. 
 

What will our legacy be? 

 

 
 Peg Carlson-Bowen will replace Janice Robbins as Program VP, effective immediately. Janice resigned from 

her position in January for personal reasons. 
 

      More Midterm Highlights 
 

 Membership: From 7/1/16 to 1/5/17, received 60 inquiries, 33 of which were online inquiries. A total of 15 
members joined, four from online inquiries and one from a friend's referral. Led Fall Event, an Open House, and 
New Member Social. Total members at 12/28/16: 304 (302 last year). 

 

 College/University Relations (C/U): Signed up 54 college student affiliates at year-end. Four members of 
C/U became facilitators at the Work Smart Pilot Project Workshops held from October through December 2016.  

 

 Communications: Published seven BONFIRE issues and posted events on the website, Facebook and 
Shutterfly; provided 154 hard copies of the Directory, distributed at Fall Event and at Headquarters; presented a 
“Communications Committee Policy Statement,” covering social media and newsletter at the December Board 
meeting. The Policy Statement will be published in the "Members Only" section of the website. 

 

 Other Matters: (a) In addition to the report provided in the January 2017 BONFIRE, the Holiday Boutique 
has raised $3,850 since May 2016 from members who donated to Local Scholarship with their Membership re-
newals; (b) the Nominating Committee will present nominees to the Board in March; (c) the Bylaws Committee 
will review the Policies and Procedures and wait for AAUW-CA’s instructions on the Bylaws; and (d) a total of 
30 interest groups participated at Fall Event, Open House, Holiday Boutique, Gifts for Teens, Interest Group 
and Holiday Social, and enabled personal connections. 

President's Corner 

Edna Robison 

President 

Lessons in Leadership:  

Developing the Courage to Speak, Write, Act 

       BOARD MATTERS 
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Empowering Women in California 
Gloria Leonard, Public Policy 
 
AAUW has been empowering women as individuals 
and as a community since 1881. For more than 130 
years, we have worked together as a national 
grassroots organization to improve the lives of mil-
lions of women and their families. 
 
AAUW’s advocacy accomplishments in 2016 in-
clude the 200,000 messages sent to state and fed-
eral legislatures. AAUW Action Network supporters 
in all 50 states made their voices heard on our pri-
ority issues. We contacted all 435 U.S. House offic-
es and 100 U.S. Senate offices throughout the 
year. Six states, including California, passed new 
equal pay laws in 2016. AAUW played a key role in 
achieving these new laws. 
 

 
In a recent communication, Kate Nielson, AAUW 
State Policy Analyst, referring to the successful ad-
vocacy efforts of 2016, stated that “we hope to keep 
the momentum of 2016 going. In the coming year, I 
look forward to actively working with you to influ-
ence action on issues impacting women and fami-
lies. None of this could happen without your sup-
port.”  
 
Join in the AAUW grassroots advocacy to improve 
the lives of women and their families by supporting 
San Jose Branch Public Policy programs and activi-
ties. These programs are posted in the BONFIRE 
each month, on Facebook and at monthly meetings 
at Headquarters (see calendar). You and your 
friends and family are also encouraged to become 
advocates by joining the AAUW Action Network as 
a Two-Minute Activist. Why? Because it works! 
Sign up now at AAUW Two-Minute Activist.  

PUBLIC POLICY 

 
College/University Relations Committee   

“Elect Her Workshop” 
Geri Madden and Alyce Athanasiou, Co-Chairs 
  
The College/University Relations Committee 
has scheduled a conference called “Elect Her 
Workshop” to be held on the SJSU campus on 
February 10. 
 

"Elect Her" is a unique campus-based program 
that teaches women how to run for elective of-
fice. The day-long program covers skills such 
as how to mobilize your constituency by craft-
ing your message, and how to present yourself 
confidently as a candidate. By encouraging 
more women to run for student government 
during their college years, we are confident that 
we are preparing more women for local, state, 
and federal office candidacies.  
 

Last year, SJSU student Cristina Cortes attended Elect Her and then suc-
cessfully ran for Student Government. Cristina attended AAUW's National 
Conference for College Women Student Leaders (NCCWSL) and is now 
on the planning committee to bring the workshop back to SJSU. 
 

Our committee will be offering other workshops in the upcoming months.  
If you would like to attend a workshop or learn about what you can do to 
help with their planning and execution, please contact Geri Madden (408-
923-6060 or 619-203-1413) or Alyce Athanasiou (408-264-4427). 

mailto:publicpolicy@aauwsanjose.org
http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/public-policy/two-minute-activist/
mailto:geri.madden6@gmail.com
mailto:aliki50@yahoo.com
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Gifts for Teens 
Celebrates Another Successful Year 
Jan Giroux, Gifts for Teens 
 
Gifts for Teens wishes to thank all the 
AAUW members who so generously 
donated cash/items or their time filling 
holiday gift bags in 2016. With your 
help, Gifts for Teens was able to reach 
our goal of filling 1,210 bags and provid-
ed 73 extra gifts. The bags, estimated 
value between $150 and $200 each, 
were warmly received by local low in-
come or homeless teens who otherwise 
would have gone without any holiday 
cheer and access to agencies that can 
provide essential services.  
 

 
A special thank you goes to Sacred 
Heart Community Services for their 
generous donation of snack food items 
and Whole Foods Market Blossom Hill 
for their store gift card donation. The 
teens at Sacred Heart Community Ser-
vices, Unity Care Group, Bill Wilson 
Center, Advent and HomeFirst had a 
brighter holiday thanks to our volun-
teers. Thank you all for helping make a 
difference in the lives of these teens. 

AVA Awards Weekend Walkers 

 

 

 

There is always the chance that a potluck will bring a sur-
prise and that’s just what happened in December when the 
South Bay Striders joined the AAUW Weekend Walkers for a 
shared supper before the Willow Glen Holiday Lights Walk. 
At the end of the meal, a Commendable Service Award from 
the American Volkssport Association was presented to Jean 
Reed for “developing a relationship between the two organi-
zations that has been mutually beneficial.” With smiles all 
around, we then set out to enjoy the lights in the neighbor-
hood around Headquarters. The tradition started eight years 
ago when the South Bay Striders helped celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the founding of AAUW San Jose.  

 
 
 
 
Be in the Seats! 
 
Does your granddaughter, daughter, niece, or neighbor partici-
pate in athletics? Do you attend her games? Members of the 
Title IX/Sports Equity Interest Group would like to know. We will 
get the word out to members so that we can support girls' 
sports! Contact Laura Manthey for more information. 

mailto:gifts4teens@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:sportsequity-titleix@aauwsanjose.org
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New Member Profiles 
Claire Campodonico 
 
KATHERINE LINNEMANN received her BA in So-
ciology with a minor in Psychology from the Universi-
ty of Washington in 1973. She is a workers’ compen-
sation Program Manager in the Risk Management 
Department of the County of Santa Clara. Katherine 
recently moved to San Jose. She is looking forward 
to making friends with like-minded interests at AAUW 
San Jose Branch. 
 
ERIN BARRITE earned her BA in English Litera-
ture from Cal State Long Beach in 1968. She taught 
elementary grades in Orange County and LA County 
before teaching English for Fremont Union High 
School District. Erin worked for Bay Area high tech 
companies for more than forty years as a marketing 
writer and manager of public relations and advertis-
ing. She served as President of Business Marketing 
Association, Silicon Valley Chapter in 1987. She is 
now retired. Erin was referred by member Judy Burt. 
 
SANDRA CHROMAN is a graduate of Cal State 
Bakersfield (1973) and earned her Masters of Public 
Health from the University of Denver (1974). She is a 
Management Consultant. She found our Branch on 
our website. She is eager to make new friends and 
keep women’s issues prominent. 

 
 
 
 
Open House For New Members 
March 2, 7 pm at Headquarters 
 
Do you know someone you think would be an asset 
to AAUW San Jose? Would she enjoy the benefits of 
membership in our branch? Bring her to the Open 
House on March 2 which is being planned by the 
Membership Team. We will describe the CAPs and 
Interest Groups, serve refreshments, enjoy chatting, 
and answer questions from potential members. More 
questions? Contact Margaret Bard. 

 
 
 

 

December 2016 Bridge Winners 
Bobbie Eckerman, Bridge Groups 
  
First Monday: Pat Mikolic, Lida Kluzek 
Second Monday: Alma Powell, Kennette Shannon, 
Rosemary Busch 
Second Thursday: Bobbie Eckerman, Patty 
Baggese 
Second Friday (Duplicate): Sandy Bonnet, Lida 
Kluzek 
Third Friday: Leela Viswanathan, Bobbie Eckerman 
Fourth Tuesday: No Bridge 

Third Wednesday Program 
Discussion of Depression 
February 15 
7 pm 
We are pleased to have an AAUW San Jose 
Local Scholarship recipient join us to talk 
about a medical issue that impacts women’s 
lives. Sejal Parekh is currently a Stanford 
medical student. Sejal will give a 45-minute 
presentation about depression in the meno-
pausal and post-menopausal years, followed 
by a Q&A session. She will discuss the biolog-
ical, psychological, and social contributors to 
depression during this phase of life, and re-
view some common medical treatments and 
alternative therapies to alleviate low mood. 
Sejal offered to join us to “give back” to the 
Branch in appreciation of the support we pro-
vided when she was a continuing student in 
2011. Contact Jean Reed with questions.  

mailto:membership@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:bridge4thtuesday@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:jjkreed3@gmail.com
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Article from Claire Noonan, LA-MV AAUW 
 

Strong Start 
Updates for the Program Sponsored by SCCIBC 

 

Strong Start received a 2016 Change Makers Award 
from the Silicon Valley Council of Non-Profits. SVCN 
noted that “Strong Start leads the way in Early Child-
hood Leadership, supported by the Santa Clara 
County Office of Education and led by local commu-
nity leaders ... Strong Start is giving a voice to chil-
dren that previously went unheard.” 

 

Talking points from the Silicon Valley Council of Non-
profits were used in Strong Start’s advocacy training, 
with the first session, Campaign 101, held Tuesday, 
December 13, 2016. Also, a Strong Start speakers’ 
bureau is part of its communications plan. A series of 
briefs from the National Research Center on Hispan-
ic Children & Families on Hispanic Children’s Partici-
pation in Early Care and Education has been for-
warded to the Strong Start coalition. 

 

The briefs offer a fresh snapshot of early care and 
education (ECE) program use among Hispanic fami-
lies. Findings from the studies indicate that long-
observed gaps in ECE participation between low-
income Hispanic children and their peers may be 
closing, especially during the preschool years. Some 
of the hardest-to-reach groups, such as immigrant 
families, are accessing ECE programs. Still, a one-
size-fits-all approach is unlikely to fully meet ECE 
needs of all low-income Hispanics. 

 

San Francisco Assemblyman Phil Ting, Chair of the 
Assembly Budget Committee, released a budget pri-
orities document on December 6, 2016, that, among 
other things, called for “taking next step in improving 
Early Education by expanding access and requiring 
Full Day Kindergarten throughout the entire state.” 

 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors  

Warm Hearts Program 

 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors will continue 
to collect warm clothing for Santa Maria 
Urban Ministry until March. If you have 
gently used or new coats, sweaters, warm 
hats or gloves that you would like to do-
nate, you can bring them to Headquarters. 
Please leave them in the bin in the Parlor. 
You can also contact Barbara Shaffer for 
more information. 

 
In Memoriam:  June Boudreau, a member 
of the Lunch Bunch Interest group for the 
past 3-4 years, passed away on December 
31.  Memorial services which will be held in 
February are being planned by her fami-
ly.  Please watch The Mercury News for more 
information. 

http://svcn.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=da8bc7af72e088808bf018364&id=c7570f6185&e=5fe41eb217
http://svcn.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=da8bc7af72e088808bf018364&id=c7570f6185&e=5fe41eb217
mailto:neighbors@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:bjshaf04@yahoo.com
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Wed Feb 1  6:30 pm - 8:30 pm Board Meeting- Social time from 6:30, meeting from 7 pm (Edna Robison) 

Mon Feb 6  9:30 am - 12:30 pm Monday Bridge (RSVP Pat Mikolic) 

  7 pm - 8:30 pm Neighbors Helping Neighbors (Sally Bailey) 

Tue Feb 7  10 am - 12 pm German Conversation (Barbara Snyder) 

Wed Feb 8  Art Appreciation Triton Museum of Art & de Saisset Museum (RSVP Lida Kluzek)  

  6 pm - 7 pm Title IX/Sports Equity (Laura Manthey) 

  7 pm - 9p m Wednesday Night Book Group A Man Called Ove by Frederick Beckman (Laura Manthey) 

Thu Feb 9  9:30 am - 11:30 am Great Decisions (Maureen Curulla) 

  7:15 pm - 10 pm Bridge (RSVP Bobbie Eckerman) 

Fri Feb 10  10 am - 2 pm Duplicate Bridge (RSVP Lida Kluzek) 

Sat Feb 11   10 am – 12 noon Barriers and Bias (Vanessa Aldaco) Willow Glen Library 

  6 pm - 10 pm Couples Gourmet (RSVP Margaret Bard) 

Sun Feb 12   Film Fans (RSVP Linda Snashall) 

Mon Feb 13  10 am - 1 pm Bridge (RSVP Rosemary Busch) 

  1:30 pm - 3:30 pm Financially Fit for Life  (Mary Barry) 

  6 pm - 9 pm Light Gourmet  (RSVP Cheryl Markman) 

Tue Feb 14  10 am - 12 pm Tuesday Morning Book Club  (Maggi Benson) 

  10 am - 11:30 am Conversacion Espanol  -  (RSVP Nancy Toledo)  

Wed Feb 15  7 pm - 8:30 pm Third Wednesday Program Women’s Health: Discussion of Depression (see article) 

Thu Feb 16  10 am - 12 pm Family History - Family History Documentation update (Susan Brundage) 

  7 pm - 8:30 pm Mystery Lovers - The Unexpected Inheritance of Inspector Chopra by Vaseem 
Khan (Sharon Shephard) 

Fri Feb 17  10 am - 1 pm Bridge  (RSVP Lida Kluzek) 

  6:30 pm - 8:30 pm Singles Potluck  (Isabelle Wright) 

Sat Feb 18  10:30 am - 2 pm Weekend Walkers (Jean Reed) Three Creek Trail to Roberto Adobe (rescheduled from Jan 28) 

Mon Feb 20  9:30 am - 11:30 am Exploring World Literature - The Road to Jerusalem by Jan Guillou (Sue Eichenbaum) 

  6:30 pm - 9 pm International Gourmet - Australia (RSVP Sharon Hartmann) 

Tue Feb 21  10 am - 11:45 am French Conversation  - (Barbara Snyder) 

  6 pm - 8 pm Public Policy (Marlene Bjornsrud) 

Thu Feb 23  9:30 am - 11:30 am Great Decisions  (Maureen Curulla) 

  7 pm - 9 pm Game Night  (RSVP by Monday Connie Wolff) 

Fri Feb 24  1 pm - 4 pm Local Scholarship  -  (Thea Jacobs)  

Mon Feb 27  9 am - 11 am Building and Properties Committee Meeting  (Tracy Bunger)  

  6:30 pm - 8:30 pm Veggie Gourmet Potluck  (Jean Wyatt 408-262-3372) 

Tue Feb 28  11:30 am - 1:30 pm Lunch Bunch  (RSVP Diana Taylor) Blue Water Seafood, 860 Willow Street  

  7 pm - 8:30 pm Great Decisions  (Karelle Cornwell) 

  7:15 pm - 10 pm Bridge  (RSVP Bobbie Eckerman) 
 

Save the Date 
Thurs Mar 2  7 pm Membership Open House 
Wed Mar 15  7 pm 3rd Wed Program for Women’s History Month 
Sat Mar 18  8 am-1 pm Strong Women Leadership Conference Evergreen Valley College 
April 22  11:30 am-2pm Annual Luncheon Meeting 
May 7  AAUW Funds-raiser (Wine Tasting) 
June 5  7-8:30 pm Neighbors Helping Neighbors Soiree 
June 14–17  AAUW National Convention and “Eduvacation”  

 FEBRUARY CALENDAR 

Unless otherwise noted, all meetings are at Headquarters and are shown in BLUE. Events in RED meet elsewhere. 
To schedule a meeting, check the Branch Calendar, then contact Kathy Myers. RSVP means the group needs to 
know who will attend.  
Weekend Walkers meets most Saturdays and Sundays at 8am for an hour-long walk. To receive weekly emails 
about walks, contact Jean Reed. 

mailto:President@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:bridge1stmonday@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:sallypbailey@gmail.com
mailto:germanconversation@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:lidakluzek@att.net
mailto:sportsequity-titleix@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:bookevening@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:mcurulla@comcast.net
mailto:bridge2ndthursday@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:bridgeduplicate@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:gvaldaco99@gmail.com
mailto:gourmetcouples1@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:filmfans@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:bridge2ndmonday@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:%20maryjbarry@iCloud.com
mailto:gourmetlight@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:bookmorning@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:spanishconversation@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:familyhistory@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:mysterylovers@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:bridge3rdfriday@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:izwright@pacbell.net
mailto:weekendwalkers@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:Eichenbaum@sbcglobal.net
mailto:hlhartmann@aol.com
mailto:frenchconversation@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:marlene.bjornsrud@gmail.com
mailto:mcurulla@comcast.net
mailto:gamenight@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:Scholarships@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:dtbunger@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gourmetveggie@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:lunchbunch@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:greatdecisions-pm@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:bridge4thtuesday@aauwsanjose.org
http://convention.aauw.org/2015/08/19/eduvacation/
http://is.gd/aauwsjcalendar
mailto:kathyannmyers@gmail.com
mailto:jjkreed@comcast.net


 

                           Empowering Women Since 1881                     

   See the San Jose Branch Website at www.aauwsanjose.org for more information. 

BONFIRE ARTICLE SUBMITTAL RULES: 

The sole purpose of this publication is to convey 
the association’s business to its membership. 
Only articles and announcements related to 
Branch business will be considered for inclu-
sion. 

San Jose Branch  

1165 Minnesota Avenue

San Jose, CA 95125-3324 

Phone:  408-294-2430 
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Saturday   March 18    8 am to 1 pm  
Strong Women Leadership Conference  
Evergreen Valley College 
 
AAUW San Jose Leads First Strong Women Leadership Conference 
Louise Persson 
 

Our first annual Strong Women Leadership Conference for college-aged women will be held 
Saturday, March 18, at Evergreen Valley College. EVC is an excellent site for the confer-
ence as it’s one of our College/University Partners, has an AAUW student group on cam-
pus, and its active Women and Gender Studies Department is the campus sponsor for the event. 
 

The Strong Women Leadership Conference is an outgrowth of the previous Strong Girls, Strong Women confer-
ence, which has evolved to provide more focused attention. On March 18, college-aged women will attend the 
Strong Women Leadership Conference at Evergreen Valley College, while high school girls will attend the Strong 
Girls Leadership Conference at the Mexican Heritage Plaza. The Strong Women conference features workshops 
to empower young women to live self-sufficient, committed lives, a panel of women leaders, and a keynote ad-
dress by Chandra Lopez Brooks, VP of the Commission on the Status of Women. Along with weighty issues such 
as sexual assault, healthy relationships and finance (led by our own Financially Fit for Life group), is the simple 
fact of young women gathering for some serious conversation about their lives and futures. By listening, talking 
and learning together, young women begin to stand up, speak out and take leadership roles. 
 

The Strong Women conference is sponsored by Evergreen Valley College, EVC’s student AAUW group, and 
AAUW San Jose, with support from the Office of Women’s Policy and the Commission on the Status of Women. 
AAUW members are highly encouraged to attend, to bring their friends and family, and to volunteer on the day of 
the event. Admission is free to all; continental breakfast and lunch are included. Registration will be by Eventbrite; 
the link will be posted in the BONFIRE. Interested in volunteering? Contact Louise Persson for more information.  

SAVE the DATE 

http://www.aauwsanjose.org/
mailto:louisepersson1@gmail.com

