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Selecting a Senior Living Community: Have You Planned for Your Future Health and 

Housing Needs? 
 

Saturday May 20, 10 am - 12 pm 
Willow Glen Library Community Room 

1157 Minnesota Avenue, San Jose 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Are you ready to face the next few stages of your life? You planned for college  and for retirement, now what about 
planning for frailty or illness? Do you have your legal life in order – a will, trust, advanced healthcare directive, or a 
power of attorney for both health and financial matters? Do you plan to remain in your current home and is it safe if 
you become frail or immobile? Have you planned for doors wide enough for walkers or wheelchairs, grab bars, 
ramps or stairs? Do you know what it will cost to have in-home caregivers part-time or full-time? 
 
Have you thought about moving to a senior living community? Do you know the types? What about restrictions, 
costs or benefits? If the senior housing chart shown here is confusing, you may wish to attend the program 
presented by Financially Fit For Life to find out more about Senior Housing and how it may fit into your future. The 
presentation will be followed by further conversation over coffee and cookies at Headquarters. 

Third Wednesday Program 
Wednesday May 17, 7 - 8:30 pm 

 

Women In Action – But What Can I Do? 
 
 
In the current political climate, there has been a lot of encouragement for us to take action. But, what exactly can we 
do? One simple action is to make your voice heard. On Wednesday, May 17, members of the Public Policy 
Committee will be at Headquarters from 7 to 8:30 pm to demonstrate how to contact your legislators by mail, fax, 
phone, email and text. We’ll learn why this is important and what to expect when you do take action. Get tools to 
identify timely topics and helpful scripts for your message. Bring your mobile device (phone, tablet or PC). Your 
homework:  write down the three items that are most important to you; for example, the Public Policy Committee is 
focusing on Title IX, pay equity and affordable health care. Come and take action with us. Contact Jean Reed with 
questions. 

mailto:jjkreed3@gmail.com
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This year, AAUW approved the applications of four (4) past presidents - Jean Boyden, Brenda Ladewig, Pat 
Skavdahl and Barbara Snyder - to receive Honorary Life Memberships for 50 years of AAUW membership. (Pat 
qualified last year but only applied this year.) Jean served as president in 1976-1977; Barbara in 1981-1982; Pat in 
1992-1993; and Brenda in 2005-2006. They all “dove in” to leadership roles as younger women and, over the years, 
have rotated in and out of different positions within our Branch. Today, they belong to the Past Presidents’ Circle, 
which provides valuable advice to younger leaders. We hope that their leadership examples resonate to younger 
members. 
 
Since the Women’s March, our Branch has grown to 324 members versus 309 in March of last year, albeit not 
exceeding the 800 members that our Branch had in the 1960s. Obviously, the environment has changed now, with 
younger women working full-time, while also taking care of their children and family. Yet, as we speak, “Women in 
Action” are now being formed actively under the leadership of our incoming Co-Presidents and Public Policy 
Committee, and they are not taking a break this summer! The stakes are too high to lose momentum. Appropriately, 
these are also “Local Women Rising,” our theme this year, and they are unstoppable! 
 
Thank you everyone! You make our Branch so proud! 

 

 The Board broke tradition and recognized Jane Guinther as one of three (3) Branch Named Gift Nominees of 

AAUW Fund for 2016 at the April Board meeting. Jane received her certificate early because of her move to the 

East Coast in April. Read the Branch Named Gift Nominee article. 

 

 Membership rose to 324 at the end of March 2017 (309 in March 2016), with five (5) new half-year members and 

eight (8) new members. The Membership Co-VPs will mail the renewal letters on May 1 and host the last 

Membership Open House on May 2. 

 

 Plan to attend the remaining programs for the year: “Selecting A Senior Living Community,” hosted by the 

Financially Fit For Life group on May 20 and the Third Wednesday Program on “Women in Action,” May 17,     

7-8:30 pm. Save the date for the AAUW Fund fundraiser at Tessora’s Barra di Vino in Campbell.  (See articles 

elsewhere in this issue.) 

 

 The Strong Women Leadership Conference, held on March 18 at Evergreen Valley College, received the Branch 

Program Recognition award, and now appears on the AAUW CA website (www.aauw-ca.org/

outstandingprograms under April 2017). Thanks to Louise Persson and Beverly Bassett for their leadership, and 

Marjorie Clark and the Evergreen Valley College students for their support. Many thanks also to the speakers, 

panelists, workshop facilitators, and Branch volunteers who performed a variety of jobs! Read Louise’s report. 

 

 At the May Board meeting, Elaine Benoit will introduce Michelle Lalljie, our new Tech Trek Chair, who replaces 

Jane Guinther. Thank you, Michelle, for accepting this much-needed role! 

 

 Congratulations to Sharon Bouska and Bobbie Baker and their incoming Board who were elected and installed on 

April 22! 

President's Corner 

Edna Robison 

May:    Just “Dive In” 

 

       BOARD MATTERS 

http://www.aauw-ca.org/outstandingprograms%20under%20April%202017
http://www.aauw-ca.org/outstandingprograms%20under%20April%202017


AAUW San Jose Branch Bonfire AAUW San Jose Branch Bonfire           

3 

 
Archives Committee - Diana Taylor (Chair), Marilyn Jackson, Lida Kluzek, Judith Ohland, Grace O’Leary, Laura Manthey, 
Bernice Redfern and Barbara Gilbert: Organized and saved Branch paper records dating from 1930s to 2000 in a permanent, 
secure environment, meeting twice a month for two years. Records involved 50 years of scrapbooks, 70 years of minutes, 
directories, newsletters, and other documents that needed to be permanently stored in a safe place in case of fire or major 
earthquake. The cutoff year was 2000 because after that the Branch switched to digital records. The Committee used “Records 
Management Guidelines for States and Branches” prepared by AAUW National’s Archives Task Force and deposited a total of 
nine linear feet of documents to History San Jose. 
 
Jane Guinther: Served as a Tech Trek volunteer for over 10 years, leading as Chair in most of those years. She actively sought 
participating middle schools, interfaced with school administrators, interviewed applicants, connected with parents of selected 
campers, coordinated the Ice Cream Social (Camp Orientation) hosted by the Inter-Branch Council (IBC), and served as “dorm 
mom” at Stanford. For over seven years, Jane also took charge of Tech Excellence, which was held twice a month for nine 
months a year for 7th grade students at the John Muir Middle School. She facilitated classroom stations, maintained materials, 
handled all technological requirements, and coordinated field trips. On the finance side, she worked with the Interbranch Special 
Projects Foundation (ISPF) of AAUW Santa Clara County and its officers. 
 
Jacqui Rogers: Chaired Public Policy for two years and coordinated the Human Trafficking program, which was attended by 
over 40 members and local residents. During Super Bowl 2016, she distributed soap to motels and talked to managers about 
how to prevent human trafficking. In October 2016, she was one of the presenters at the Propositions Forum prior to the national 
election. She was a big proponent of equal pay, rallying our members to work with the Bay Area Equal Pay Collaborative 
(BA=$C) to end gender pay gap and the Coalition for Equal Pay to raise awareness among high school students by distributing 
science lesson plans, including $0.79 cookies to illustrate pay disparities. She assisted Gloria Leonard at Fall Event for over four 
years and co-authored several articles for the BONFIRE, thus raising our awareness to public policy issues. 

Congratulations to the following 2016 Branch-Named Gift Nominees for AAUW Fund! 

 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors in the Community 

Karelle Cornwell 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On left, AAUW San Jose members Judy Burt, Karelle Cornwell, Sally Bailey, Nancy Hooton and Laura Manthey at the Women's Gathering 

Place 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors (NHN) has been working with community organizations to help those in need. From 

November through March, we collected coats, sweaters and other items of warm clothing for Santa Maria Urban 

Ministry. In March, NHN provided a lunch for homeless women at the Women's Gathering Place in San Jose, filled 

20 backpacks with toiletries, socks and underwear to be distributed to homeless men and women by Sacred Heart 

Community Services, and supplied 3 cleaning kits for the Family Supportive Housing of San Jose. In April, NHN 

made 18 blankets for the Linus Project. 

mailto:neighbors@aauwsanjose.org
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Why We Need the AAUW Fund 
Louise Persson 

 

What is the AAUW Fund? How does it affect me? The AAUW Fund covers all the mission-based funds of 
AAUW. It’s a general fund for donations, that can be used when and where it’s most needed. This prevents 
having some programs that are overfunded and some that are underfunded. By donating to the AAUW 
Fund, you are helping grow our highly successful, community-based, mission-driven programs, such as 
Tech Trek, Start Smart and Work Smart, Elect Her, the Legal Advocacy Fund, the National Conference for 
College Women Student Leaders, research, and more. 

 
The AAUW Fund can never be used for administration, advertising or anything except our mission-based 
programs. Unrestricted donations to the AAUW Fund mean the money can go to any mission-based 
program. You may wonder where the Educational Funds are now. They’re a specific part of the general 
AAUW Fund. 
 
One of the world’s largest sources of funding for graduate women, AAUW provided more than $3.7 million 
in funding for more than 241 fellowships and grants to outstanding women in the 2015–16 academic year. 
Due to the longstanding, generous contributions of AAUW members, a broader community of women 
continues to gain access to educational and economic opportunities — breaking through barriers so that 
even more women have a fair chance. 
 
In the past, AAUW’s national membership dues covered the costs of managing and running mission-based 
programs. Though membership numbers have remained steady the past several years, membership dues 
have also remained the same, while program costs have risen annually. AAUW national membership dues 
now cover just 30 percent of the funds needed to support mission-based programs. Why is donating to the 
AAUW Fund important? “In short, the programs it supports get results for women and girls. And that’s 
AAUW’s top priority, now and in the future.” 

AAUW Fund Fundraiser 
 
Sunday June 25, 3 - 5 pm 
Tessora’s Barra di Vino 
234 E. Campbell Avenue, Campbell 

 
Join us at our fundraiser for the AAUW Fund program -- a wine tasting with appetizers and plenty of good friends.   

 
 

 

 

Three Branch members – Jane Guinther, Jacqui Rogers and Marlene 

Bjornsrud - who have served on the Board will be moving in April. 

Jane will move to Rhode Island, Jacqui to Pennsylvania, and Marlene 

to her home state of Colorado. We thank them for their contributions to 

our Branch and wish them all the happiness life can offer. 

“Fair Winds” – Bon Voyage – Safe Travels! 

mailto:aauwfunds@aauwsanjose.org
http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/stem-education/tech-trek/
http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/salary-negotiation-workshops/
http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/campus-programs/elect-her/
http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/legal-resources/
https://www.nccwsl.org/about/
https://www.nccwsl.org/about/
http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/research/
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Strong Women Leadership Conference 2017 
Louise Persson 

 
 
 

 
 

From left to right: Speaker Rosie Zepeda, SJ Vice Mayor Magdalena Carrasco, 

Milpitas Councilmember Anthony Phan, Keynote Speaker Chandra Brooks and SJ City Councilmember Silvia Arenas 

“The conference was such a great experience for me. Thank you to Louise, Beverly and the entire AAUW Team for putting on 
such an inspiring and logistically sound conference for women! BTW, I love the branding!” 
 
Rosie Zepeda, our inspirational speaker at the Strong Women Leadership Conference, shared these thoughts. And she wasn’t 
alone. Other presenters commented, “We really enjoyed facilitating this workshop and hope you will consider having us again 
next year. I love working with my friends at the AAUW!” and “I would love to do more with your program. I loved the students, the 
conference, and presenting there.” 
 
The capacity crowd of 200 enthusiastic women heard from Vice Mayor Magdalena Carrasco, Councilwoman Sylvia Arenas, Vice 
Chair of the Commission on the Status of Women Chandra Brooks and a wealth of dynamic and powerful women. Attendees 
chose from ten different workshops and were inspired by a panel of local women leaders during the lunch. 
 
The Strong Women Leadership Conference had as a goal to increase awareness of AAUW among a diverse audience. All of the 
speakers and 50% of the presenters were women of color; 90% of the attendees were as well. In addition to participating in our 
mission of equity for women and girls, audience members learned about the Start Smart workshops, AAUW San Jose Local 
Scholarship and AAUW membership. A further outcome was that we developed a brochure, “Strong Women, Strong 
Resources,” of 20 local resources to meet social, health and educational needs, that can be shared with members and guests. 
 
The Strong Women Leadership Conference was supported by 16 volunteers from our branch, and by financial support from our 
branch, the Commission on the Status of Women, our College/University partner, Evergreen Valley College and the Office of 
Women’s Policy. AAUW San Jose can be proud of this mission-based conference answering the need for empowering women. 

Carol Baker, former Building and Properties Chair, recently passed away.  She is survived by her husband, Bob, and 

her daughters, one of whom is a minister. Those of us who were Branch members at the 100th year celebration of 

the construction of our House will remember Carol as one of two docents, donned in a 20th century vintage dress. 

She co-hosted an Open House on October 9, 2011, and welcomed nine (9) members of the Holt family, ranging in 

ages 70-95. She showed us the laundry chute in the kitchen and explained that part of the now living room where the 

double doors are located used to be Mr. Michael Holt’s study. She reminded us that our Branch purchased the 

House from Mrs. Holt’s estate in 1968 and that our office used to be Mrs. Holt’s bedroom.  

Diana Taylor remembers Carol because she, too, was a docent that day, dressed in a period costume. She says 

Carol was a very hard working member of the Branch and always stepped up when needed, especially when 

organizing meetings and events. She was generous, and gave Edna Robison a fortune plant that has now grown big. 

Diane Trombetta says Carol attended Game Night and was famous for her Chinese Chicken Salad. Bobbie 

Eckerman adds that she always had a smile on her face and a wonderful disposition. Carol will be missed by her 

many friends. Our hearts go out to her family. 

In Memoriam 
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Tech Trek at Stanford 2017 
Jane Guinther, Chair 

 
Big news for Tech Trek! We have a new chair - Michelle Lalljie. She is an empty-nester, with 2 grown children. 
Michelle has been very active leading her daughter’s Girl Scout troop for 10 years and is excited to continue 
volunteering with girls in STEM. That’s a perfect resume for Tech Trek. Michelle works at Amazon and comes with a 
background of computer and organizational skills. She is coming up to speed this month with the busy spring Tech 
Trek events schedule leading up to camp. 
 
Michelle will have a great support team to help her. Nancy Hooton is the Tech Trek treasurer and Elizabeth Guimarin 
has stepped up to manage the paperwork generated between camp and campers. Payje Redmond, a new member 
and senior at SJSU in Journalism with extensive leadership background, has volunteered to be a Dorm Mom at 
camp. She is a perfect fit for the younger vision we have for Dorm Moms. She can address the many questions our 
campers have about high school and college since she is close to their age. 
 
Tech Trek just finished the interviewing and selection process for camp. We worked with 5 schools this year; Leyva 
Middle School, Renaissance Academy at Mathson and Clyde Fischer, Clyde Fischer Middle School, and River Glen 
School. Our Branch Tech Trek interview team of Margaret Bard, Marty Glanzman, Karelle Cornwall, Elaine Benoit, 
Sharon Burkett, Payje Redmond, and Jane Guinther interviewed 19 applicants over several weeks in March.  This 
terrific team met at 4 different schools and ultimately made the difficult decision to name 9 girls we thought would 
best benefit from the Tech Trek experience. All of the girls did a super job in the interview sessions sharing their 
family stories, their lives and thoughts for their future, writing an essay, asking for a teacher recommendation and 
interviewing with us, total strangers. Our camp roster for this year is: Guadalupe Espinoza, Lesly Rodriquez, Olivia 
Valladares, Zanna Sek, My Nguyen, Elia Nevarez, Jenny Trieu-Dang, Ashtyn Gascon and Xiomara Guevara. 
 
The Financially Fit for Life team, with Mary Barry as their leader, is facilitating a new hands-on budgeting class at 
camp, called "Mad City Money." We are looking for more Branch members to help with this endeavor. And finally, the 
Tech Trek Ice Cream Social is Sunday, June 4, from 1-3 pm for all Santa Clara County campers. The event is held at 
the Cambrian Library. This is an excellent opportunity to meet our campers and learn about camp from the Directors. 
 
I will miss the 10+ years I have been involved with this fine program. I’m very excited all is well going forward. Thank 
you for your financial support, making this all possible. Thank you for the opportunity to make a difference in the lives 
of so many young girls. I’m New England-bound, so please welcome Michelle Lalljie, who is the new Tech Trek 
contact person. 

March 2017 Bridge Winners 
Bobbie Eckerman 

 
 
 
 
First Monday: Leela Viswanathan 
Second Monday: Pat Mikolic, Lida Kluzek, Judy 
Kumagai 
Second Thursday: Nancy Valby, Francine Hileman 
Second Friday (Duplicate): Alma Powell, Jean 
Benedetti, Bobbie Eckerman 
Third Friday: Bobbie Eckerman, Mary Fitzgerald 
Fourth Tuesday: Patty Baggese, Darline Wilson 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors June Soiree 
Monday June 5, 6:30 - 8 pm 

 

Please join Neighbors Helping Neighbors for 
appetizers, desserts, wine and other beverages. The 
members will also be collecting donations of toiletries 
(shampoo, deodorant, soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes) 
and toddler-sized diapers for Next Door Solutions for 
Domestic Violence. 

mailto:bridge4thtuesday@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:neighbors@aauwsanjose.org
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Mon May 1  9:30 am - 12:30 pm Monday Bridge (RSVP Pat Mikolic)    
  7 pm - 8:30 pm Neighbors Helping Neighbors (Sally Bailey)    
Tue May 2  10 am - 12 pm German Conversation (Barbara Snyder)  
  7 pm - 8:30 pm Open House (Margaret Bard)    
Wed May 3 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm Board Meeting Social time from 6:30, meeting from 7  pm (Edna Robison)  
Thu May 4  6 pm - 8 pm Public Policy (Peg Carlson-Bowen)    
Mon May 8  10 am - 1 pm Bridge (RSVP Rosemary Busch)    
   1:30 pm - 3:30 pm Financially Fit for Life (Mary Barry)    
  6 pm - 9 pm Light Gourmet (RSVP Cheryl Markman)    
Tue May 9  10 am - 12 pm Tuesday Morning Book Club  Hillbilly Elegy by J. D. Vance (Maggi Benson)    
  10 am - 11:30 am Conversacion Espanol (RSVP Nancy Toledo)    
Wed May 10 9 am - 10 am Art Appreciation Meet in the parking lot (RSVP Jan Bartolotta)    
  6 pm - 7 pm Title IX/Sports Equity (Laura Manthey)    
 7 pm - 9 pm Wednesday Night Book Group Rise of the Rocket Girls by Nathalia Holt (Laura Manthey)    
Thu May 11  9:30 am - 11:30 am Great Decisions      
  7:15 pm - 10 pm Bridge (RSVP Bobbie Eckerman)  
Fri May 12  10 am - 2 pm Duplicate Bridge (RSVP Lida Kluzek)    
Sat May 13  6 pm - 10 pm Couples Gourmet (RSVP Margaret Bard)    
Sun May 14  Film Fans (RSVP Linda Snashall)    
Mon May 15 9:30 am - 11:30 am Exploring World Literature A Man Called Ove by Frederick Beckman (Sue Eichenbaum)    
  6:30 pm - 10 pm International Gourmet  Planning 2017 (RSVP Jan Bartolotta)    
Tue May 16 10 am - 11:45 am French Conversation (Barbara Snyder)    
  6 pm - 8 pm Public Policy (Peg Carlson-Bowen)    
Wed May 17 7 pm - 8:30 pm Women In Action – What Can I Do? see article (Jean Reed)  
Thu May 18  10 am - 12 pm Family History Webinar on using photos to find family history (Susan Brundage)    
  7 pm - 8:30 pm Mystery Lovers Murder on the Quai by Cara Black (Sharon Shephard)    
Fri May 19 10 am - 1 pm Bridge   (RSVP Lida Kluzek)    
   6:30 pm - 8:30 pm Singles Potluck (Isabelle Wright)    
Sat May 20 10 am – 12noon "Selecting a Senior Community” hosted by Financially Fit For Life, Willow Glen Library (Mary 

Barry)  
Mon May 22 9:30 am - 11 am Building and Properties Committee Meeting (Kathy Myers)    
  6:30 pm - 8:30 pm Veggie Gourmet Potluck (Jean Wyatt 408-262--3372)    
Tue May 23  11:30 am - 1:30 pm Lunch Bunch (Diana Taylor) Maggiano's, Santana Row 

(Bernice Redfern  )  
  7 pm - 8:30 pm Great Decisions Evening (Karelle Cornwell)    
  7:15 pm - 10 pm Bridge (RSVP Bobbie Eckerman)  
Thu May 25  9:30 am - 11:30 am Great Decisions (Maureen Curulla)      
  7 pm - 9 pm Game Night  (RSVP by Monday Connie Wolff)    

 May 2017 CALENDAR 

Unless otherwise noted, all meetings are at Headquarters and are shown in BLUE. Events in RED meet elsewhere. To schedule 
a meeting, check the Branch Calendar, then contact Bernice Redfern. RSVP means the group needs to know who will attend.  
 
Weekend Walkers meets most Saturdays and Sundays at 8am for an hour-long walk. To receive weekly emails about walks, 
contact Jean Reed. 

SAVE THE DATE 
 
Sun June 25 3 - 5 pm Wine Tasting Fundraiser for AAUW Funds  
Mon June 5  Neighbors Helping Neighbors Soirée 
June 14-17 2017 AAUW National Convention and “Eduvacation” Washington, D.C. 

mailto:bridge1stmonday@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:sallypbailey@gmail.com
mailto:germanconversation@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:MargaretBard@gmail.com
mailto:President@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:pcarlsonbowen@yahoo.com
mailto:bridge2ndmonday@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:maryjbarry@iCloud.com
mailto:gourmetlight@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:bookmorning@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:spanishconversation@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:artappreciation@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:sportsequity-titleix@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:bookevening@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:bridge2ndthursday@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:bridgeduplicate@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:gourmetcouples1@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:filmfans@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:Eichenbaum@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gourmetinternational@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:frenchconversation@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:pcarlsonbowen@yahoo.com
mailto:jjkreed3@gmail.com
mailto:familyhistory@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:mysterylovers@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:bridge3rdfriday@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:izwright@pacbell.net
mailto:maryjbarry@iCloud.com
mailto:maryjbarry@iCloud.com
mailto:kathyannmyers@gmail.com
mailto:gourmetveggie@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:lunchbunch@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:bernice.redfern@sjsu.edu
mailto:greatdecisions-pm@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:bridge4thtuesday@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:mcurulla@comcast.net
mailto:gamenight@aauwsanjose.org
http://is.gd/aauwsjcalendar
mailto:Bernice.Redfern@sjsu.edu
mailto:jjkreed3@gmail.com
http://convention.aauw.org/2015/08/19/eduvacation/
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Open House 
Tuesday May 2, 7 pm 

 
For information about what the San Jose Branch membership does, come to our Open 
House May 2 at 7 pm at Headquarters. Light refreshments will be served during a get-
acquainted time. Our Community Action Projects will be described as well as our Interest 
Groups. Questions about joining? The Membership Committee will have answers! 

http://www.aauwsanjose.org/

