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Empowering Women Since 1881 

BONFIRE San Jose Branch 

          AAUW advances equity for women and girls 

through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research 

AAUW San Jose Branch Annual Luncheon Meeting 
Saturday, April 22, 11:30 am – 2 pm  
Three Flames, 1547 Meridian Avenue 

 
Election and Installation of 2017-2018 Officers and Building and Properties 

Committee 
  

Enjoy Seeing Old Friends and Welcoming New Members 
Celebrate Your New Slate of Officers  

 
Shan Meltzer, an AAUW American Fellowship recipient, will speak about her 
studies at UC San Francisco in the Neuroscience PhD program. Shan is 
dedicated to teaching, mentoring and improving the status of women in 
science. This will be a fun-filled memorable event.  
 
Please join us in support of all things AAUW!  
 
Menu:  
 
 Tilapia with cilantro and diced tomato in a chardonnay sauce. 
 
 London Broil - thinly sliced steak topped with sautéed mushrooms.  
 
 Breast of Chicken Sauté -tender, boneless breast in a white wine and 

mushroom sauce. 
 
 Pasta Primavera - penne pasta with fresh sautéed vegetables in their house 

marinara sauce. 
 
All (except pasta) will be served with buttered potatoes, seasonal vegetable, 
dinner salad, rolls, butter, coffee and dessert.  
 
Please send your check for $30.00, which includes tax and tip, to Risë Berry, 
460 Golfview Drive, San Jose, CA 95127, no later than April 14. Make the 
check payable to AAUW San Jose and indicate your entrée choice in the 
memo line. 
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Thank you to the nominees (read Linda Goldberg’s article) who accepted to serve on the Board and the  
Building and Properties Committee for FY 2017-2018. We are all fortunate to have the vigorous combination of Sharon Bouska 
and Bobbie Baker as incoming Co-Presidents. They have already developed a strategic plan for next year! 
 
Volunteering is like sailing; once we step into a role, we are committed to making the journey safe and fun for everyone. We 
realize the importance of teamwork, good communication and listening skills, and leadership so that we can all get to our 
desired destination. At the same time, we learn to be flexible because not everyone has the same skill sets or pace, and the 
forces of nature sometimes pose challenges. 
 
Just like sailing, volunteering can be “done in a day”.  For example, cutting $0.21-worth off of a cookie to demonstrate the $0.79 
that a woman receives in salary in comparison with a man’s $1.00. What I especially like about volunteering is I can “jump off 
onto the dock, help tie the boat around the cleat,” and breathe a sigh of relief after a day of hard work (or a year or two of 
commitment), and know that everything will be all right. 
 
In a few more months I will hand off the steering wheel to Sharon and Bobbie, and I am happy that the Branch will be in good 
hands. They are both retired, and I am sure they will have more time for visiting the interest groups. One of the drawbacks of 
working while volunteering is missing some of the fun! 
 
Thank you once again, volunteers -- you all make leading the Branch easier! 

President's Corner 

Edna Robison 
April:    Stepping In and Out of Leadership 

 

    
 

 
Third Wednesday Program 

Title IX in Our Schools – What Does It Cover? 
April 19, 7-9 pm 
Headquarters 

 
Come to the Third Wednesday Program on April 19 to learn about the current status of Title IX. This landmark law may be 
impacted by policies of the new administration. Kim Turner of Legal Aid at Work and Maha Ibrahim of Equal Rights Advocates 
will share insights and information about what is required for compliance in local schools. 
 
Title IX states: “No person in the United States shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied the 
benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any education program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance.” 
Because of this legislation from 1972, generations of girls have grown up with opportunities as competitors and leaders in fields 
that in the past were not open to women. Schools have the responsibility to be sure that these opportunities are available fairly 
to all students. 
 
You may be surprised by the scope of this legislation. Title IX has been interpreted to cover classroom subjects and athletics as 
well as sexual harassment, non-traditionally gendered students, and pregnant and parenting students. RSVPs to Judy Burt of 
the Title IX/Sports Equity Interest Group will be helpful so that we can plan appropriately. We expect that Title IX Coordinators 
from several local school districts will attend the program. 

https://legalaidatwork.org/
http://www.equalrights.org/
mailto:judburt@gmail.com
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Nominating Committee Report 
Linda Goldberg, Chair 
 
The following are the AAUW San Jose Board Member 
Nominees for FY 2017-18. Many thanks to my Nominating 
Committee for their time and effort: Risё Berry, Nanci 
Eksterowicz, Anne Andrews, Marilyn Jackson, Grace 
O’Leary and Bobbie Eckerman. 
 
FY 2017-18 Nominees Slate 
Co-Presidents: Sharon Bouska and Bobbie Baker 
President Elect: (not filled at this time) 
Finance Officer: Virginia Beck 
Treasurer: Suzanne Doty 
Secretary: Kathy Myers 
Co-Program VPs: Laura Manthey and Sally Bailey 
 
 

Membership: 
Anne Andrews  
Barbara Gilbert 
(not filled at this time) 
(not filled at this time) 
 
AAUW Fund VP: Thea Jacobs 
AAUW Fund LAF VP: Louise Persson 
 
Building and Properties: 
Risё Berry 
Bernice Redfern 
Helen Gendler 
Linda Goldberg 
Judy Burt 
Shirley Karabian 
Mary Ann Carnevale 
Pam Dougherty 

 

 New Business: The slate of nominees for FY 2017-2018 was presented to the Board by Linda Goldberg, Chair of the 
Nominating Committee. 

 

 Membership Update: 311 vs. 304 last year 
 

 Programs: A total of 25 women, including a high school student, participated in an animated discussion on the “Barriers and 
Bias: The Need for Women Leaders” general meeting in March. The next program is scheduled for April 22, our Annual 
Luncheon Meeting (see front cover), when nominees are elected and installed. 

 

 Public Policy: This committee has developed its own strategies and tactics, aligned with the Three-Year Strategic Plan 
(2014-2017), but updated to today’s climate. Their plan focuses on Title IX, health care access and affordability, and gender 
equity, including pay equity, equal representation in leadership positions and public office, gender equity in STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics), and support for the LGBTQ community. In line with this mission, 
the Title IX/Sports Equity Interest Group will host a Title IX program on April 19 (see Third Wednesday Program article). 
Public Policy representatives also met with California Senators Jim Beall and Dianne Feinstein. Membership in Public Policy 
has increased to 45! 

 

 Local Scholarship: Applications are now available on our website (see http://sanjose-ca.aauw.net/scholarship-application/). 
 

 Status of the Three-Year Strategic Plan: This will be available in the Members Only section of our website. 
 

 Mandatory Bylaws and Policies and Procedures: The Bylaws Committee is now in the process of updating our Bylaws. The 
same committee will also work on updating the Policies and Procedures and the Job Descriptions. Anyone with a job 
description is encouraged to offer suggestions for improvement. 

 

 IBC: On January 29, approximately 125 people attended the Santa Clara County Inter-branch Council (IBC) panel 
discussion "Women Changing Our World: Paths to Leadership." The five panelists representing women in law, public office, 
computer science, business, and athletics answered questions such as "What inspired you to start on the path you've 
chosen? What are the major challenges you have faced? What are the ways you have been able to mentor other women? 
What public policies have helped you to accomplish your goals?"... and many more, including Q&A from the audience. This 
was an inspiring, informative, and lively event enjoyed by all. 

 

 Welcome to new member, Michelle Lalljie, who will take on the Tech Trek helm, replacing Jane Guinther who is moving to 
the East Coast at the end of April 2017.  If you see Michelle, thank her for taking on this leadership role. 

       BOARD MATTERS 

http://sanjose-ca.aauw.net/scholarship-application/
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College/University Relations Helps Fulfill AAUW 
San Jose 2014-17 Strategic Plan  

Diane Trombetta, College/University Relations (C/U) 
Committee 

 
The C/U Committee is busy connecting AAUW and our 
San Jose Branch to young women in Santa Clara County. 
The workshops, scholarships, and conferences we have 
helped to organize or promote at San Jose City College, 
San Jose State University, Evergreen Valley College and 
Santa Clara University have made AAUW San Jose more 
visible in the community, and they advance our Mission 
and Vision -- two goals specified in the Branch Strategic 
Plan. Recently, 25 women attended Elect Her at SJSU 
and learned how to run for office and to embrace 
leadership roles on and off campus. In March and April, 
students at SJCC, SJSU and SCU will attend Start Smart, 
the AAUW workshop which teaches women how to 
negotiate salaries and benefits.  At every workshop, we 
share information about AAUW’s mission of gender equity, 
and we promote upcoming Branch programs and AAUW 
events such as NCCWSL—the National Conference of 
College Women Student Leaders. Branch members are 
welcome to attend any of the 2017 Start Smart 
workshops. Come and meet young women eager to learn 
more about AAUW’s mission and to develop the skills to 
achieve gender equity. 
 
If you wish to attend either of the following Start Smart 
workshops, please contact Alyce Athanasiou or Geri 
Madden: 
 

April 11, 6-8 pm at San Jose State University 

April 18,  6-8 pm at Santa Clara University 

Calling All Prospective Members 
 

The Membership Team will host a Prospective Member Open House on Tuesday, May 2 at 7 pm at Headquarters. 
Anyone you know who might want to join our Branch is welcome. We’ll talk about the various Community Action Pro-
jects, Interest Groups and what the goals are of AAUW. We will serve light refreshments and take time to get ac-
quainted. Have you met anyone lately you would like to become an AAUW member? Bring her to our Open House! 

COMMUNITY Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
Sally Bailey & Karelle Cornwell 

 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors will meet in April to make blankets for Project Linus. Project Linus provides 
homemade blankets to children in need. If you are interested in becoming a member of NHN and would like to 
help make some blankets (no sewing required), come join us at 6:30 pm on Monday, April 3. 

 
 

Local Scholarship 
Applications Available 

Cheryl Markman 
 
 
 
 

AAUW Local Scholarship awards are granted to 
women whose permanent home address is in 
Campbell, Milpitas, San Jose or Santa Clara; 
who have completed two full years at an 
accredited college or university; who have a 
GPA of 3.0 or higher; and who are enrolled in a 
four-year institution as an undergraduate in the 
fall of 2017. Applications for 2017 Local 
Scholarship awards are currently available on 
our Branch website at http://sanjose-
ca.aauw.net/scholarship-application/. The 
deadline for application submission is April 15 at 
5 pm PST. 
 
Grants are based on significance of educational 
goals, scholastic achievements, merits of the 
application and an interview with members of 
the Local Scholarship Committee. The number 
and dollar amounts of the scholarships awarded 
each year depend on the funds available. In 
2016, we awarded over $57,000 in 
scholarships! Please encourage friends and 
family members who meet the eligibility 
requirements to apply. Direct any questions to 
Thea Jacobs. 

mailto:aliki50@yahoo.com
mailto:geri.madden6@gmail.com
mailto:geri.madden6@gmail.com
http://sanjose-ca.aauw.net/scholarship-application/
http://sanjose-ca.aauw.net/scholarship-application/
mailto:tmjacobs1@gmail.com
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The Grateful Garment Project wants 20,000 New Sports Bras! 
 
AAUW San Jose, through its Neighbors Helping Neighbors Community Action Project, is joining and encouraging 
community support for Operation EmBRAce Sports Bras for The Grateful Garment Project (TGGP). The mission of 
TGGP is to ensure that no survivor of sexual violence experiences further suffering due to a lack of clothing to wear 
home after he/she suffers a sexual crime and receives services from a medical or police facility. A donation box will be 
available in the parlor at AAUW San Jose Headquarters until the end of April. 
 
Undergarments, such as bras, are one of the most frequently requested articles of clothing from victims - but one of the least 
commonly donated. The target is to collect 20,000 sports bras of all sizes to distribute to victims of sexual violence. That means 
that every new sports bra donated goes to women and children in need. 25,145 items were distributed by The Grateful Garment 
Project during fiscal year 2015-2016. Resources were provided to 25-40 women, children and men, every day in California.  
 
For more information, visit joinoperationembrace.org. Visit The Grateful Garment Project’s Amazon wish list and purchase 
sports bras to be shipped directly to TGGP. To learn more about The Grateful Garment Project, visit the website at 

gratefulgarment.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

From left to right: Suzanne Doty, Peg Carlson-Bowen, Senator Beall, Marlene Bjornsrud, Jacqui Rogers 

 
On February 24, committee Chairperson Marlene Bjornsrud and committee members Suzanne Doty, Jacqui Rogers 
and Peg Carlson-Bowen met with State Senator Jim Beall to discuss three areas of concern which may be at risk 
under the Trump administration: Title IX, Pay Equity and the Affordable Care Act. The goal was to understand the 
ramifications for California and what we, as AAUW members, could do to advocate for women and girls in these 
areas. Senator Beall has actively supported equal pay in legislation by initiating adjustments in the Senate’s 800 
person staff to correct gender-based inequities. He supports Title IX, understands its implications for women in 
STEM, and has discussed upholding its principles in California schools with state college and university 
administrators, who remain consistent supporters. Unsure of what will happen to the ACA, the state Senate has 
introduced the "Californians for a Healthy California Act" (SB562), a work-in-progress effort to create a California-
based system to cover all Californians, including undocumented residents. Senator Beall supports this effort as well. 
It was a productive introductory meeting and we will continue to partner with Senator Beall and his staff, passing on 
to our members information on California legislation that aligns with our mission. 
 
The rapidly growing Public Policy Committee has identified three mission-based areas that we feel are at risk given 
the new administration: Health Care Access and Affordability, Gender/Pay Equity, and Title IX (especially with 
respect to campus sexual violence). We have developed tactical approaches and a list of actions we'll be following 
up on. Our goal is to capitalize on the increased interest and energy around Public Policy to create a hope-filled 
agenda for action. Join us! 

Public Policy  
 
 

Meeting of the Public Policy Committee with 
State Senator Jim Beall 

Marlene Bjornsrud, Public Policy Committee Chair 

http://joinoperationembrace.org
http://gratefulgarment.org
mailto:publicpolicy@aauwsanjose.org
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New Member Profiles 
Claire Campodonico 

 
JANE DODGE earned her BA in English with a minor in 
History in 1990 from Cal Poly and, in 1997, her Masters in 
Library and Information Science from the University of 
Texas at Austin. She has worked as a librarian for several 
software companies in Silicon Valley. Currently, Jane is a 
freelance research librarian, mostly for writers. Her mother 
was an active member of the Monterey Peninsula branch. 
As a young girl, Jane attended AAUW meetings with her 
and, thus, has long been inspired to join herself. 
 
ANNA FOX received a BS in Liberal Studies and minored 
in Psychology at College of Notre Dame in California in 
1993. She also earned her multiple subject (Elementary) 
teaching credential from there the following year. For 13 
years, Anna worked in her family’s business before 
becoming a stay at home mom. She learned of our Branch 
through social media and by walking by our Headquarters. 
She joined AAUW to “do my part supporting women’s 
equality.” 
 
VIKTORIA GLEASON earned her BA in English with 
Humanities Honors and a minor in Art from SJSU in 1996, 
and from Cal Poly in 2000 she received a Single Subject 
teaching credential in English for Secondary Education. 
Most recently, she obtained an Associates of Science 
degree in Horticulture and Environmental Design from 
Foothill College. She is employed by Summer Winds 
Nursery as a Green Goods Coordinator and Merchandiser. 
Her mother, member Nada Joy Gleason, referred her to 
our Branch. Viktoria states that she joined AAUW “because 
of the current political climate.” 

 
 
 
February 2017 Bridge Winners 
Bobbie Eckerman, Bridge Groups 

 
First Monday: Pat Mikolic, Mary Braley 
Second Monday: Judy Kumagai, Jean Shuh,  
Second Thursday: Bobbie Eckerman, Darline 
Wilson 
Second Friday (Duplicate): Mary Fitzgerald, Lida 
Kluzek, Jean Kudlick 
Third Friday: Cheryl Brewer 
Fourth Tuesday: Nancy Valby 

Generous Grants Kick-Start Gifts for 
Teens for 2017 

Jan Giroux, Gifts for Teens 

  
 

Gifts for Teens was awarded two grants which 
will help us continue our mission of supporting 
homeless and low income South Bay teens. We 
are very grateful to Silicon Valley Cares and the 
Trombetta Foundation for their charitable and 
community-minded focus. Silicon Valley Cares 
(SVC) is a group of philanthropic women whose 
efforts raise money for youth in the community. 
SVC's major fundraiser is the Broom Stick Ball, 
which will be held October 14, 2017. Look for 
details in a later BONFIRE.  
 
Additional donations of cash and gift items are 
also greatly appreciated at this time. This will 
allow the committee buyers to purchase bargain 
gifts to fill bags for this December. Contact 
Elaine Benoit for either type of donation. 

Wanted: Volunteers for Short Term Commitment 
Mary Barry, Financially Fit for Life Chair 

 
AAUW Tech Trek camps need help on two Wednesday 
afternoons, July 12 and July 19, from 1:30 - 4:30 pm to 
work with Meriwest Credit Union. They will be presenting 
a program called Mad City Money to the Tech Trek 
campers this summer at Stanford. You will also need to 
attend a 45-minute training session (date and time to be 
determined). We will be carpooling from Headquarters. 
Contact Mary Barry to volunteer. 

mailto:bridge4thtuesday@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:gifts4teens@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:elaine@gifts4teens.org
mailto:maryjbarry@icloud.com
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Mon Apr 3  9:30 am - 12:30 pm Monday Bridge   (RSVP Pat Mikolic)    
  7 pm - 8:30 pm Neighbors Helping Neighbors   (Sally Bailey)    
Tue Apr 4  10 am - 12 pm German Conversation   -  (Barbara Snyder)    
Wed Apr 5  6:30 pm - 8:30 pm Board Meeting   - Social time from 6:30, meeting from 7  pm (Edna Robison)    
Sat Apr 8  6 pm - 10 pm Couples Gourmet   (RSVP Margaret Bard)  
Sun Apr 9   Film Fans   (RSVP Linda Snashall)    
Mon Apr 10 10 am - 1 pm Bridge   (RSVP Rosemary Busch)    
  1:30 pm - 3:30 pm Financially Fit for Life   (Mary Barry)    
  6 pm - 9 pm Light Gourmet   (RSVP Cheryl Markman)    
Tue Apr 11  10 am - 12 pm Tuesday Morning Book Club Guns of August by Barbara W. Tuchman  (Maggi Benson)    
  10 am - 11:30 am Conversacion Espanol   -  (RSVP Nancy Toledo)    
Wed Apr 12 9 am - 10 am Art Appreciation   - Meet in the parking lot (RSVP Jan Bartolotta)    
  6 pm - 7 pm Title IX/Sports Equity   (Laura Manthey)    
  7 pm - 9 pm Wednesday Night Book Group - The Confessions of Catherine de Medici by C.W. Gartner 

(Laura Manthey)    
Thu Apr 13  9:30 am - 11:30 am Great Decisions (Maureen Curulla) 
  7:15 pm - 10 pm Bridge   (RSVP Bobbie Eckerman)    
Fri Apr 14  10 am - 2 pm Duplicate Bridge   (RSVP Lida Kluzek)    
Mon Apr 17 9:30 am - 11:30 am Exploring World Literature - A Man Called Ove by Fredrick Backman (Sue Eichenbaum)    
  6:30 pm - 10 pm International Gourmet - Philippines’ (RSVP Jan Bartolotta)    
Tue Apr 18  10 am - 11:45 am French Conversation   -  (Barbara Snyder)    
  6 pm - 8 pm Public Policy      
Wed Apr 19 7 pm - 8:30 pm Third Wednesday Program - Title IX for All (Jean Reed)    
Thu Apr 20  10 am - 12 pm Family History - How to organize family history materials (Susan Brundage)    
  7 pm - 8:30 pm Mystery Lovers - Tangled Vines by Frances Dinkelspiel (Sharon Shephard)    
Fri Apr 21  10 am - 1 pm Bridge   (RSVP Lida Kluzek)  
  6:30 pm - 8:30 pm Singles Potluck   (Isabelle Wright)    
Sat Apr 22  11 am - 1 pm Annual Luncheon Meeting - Three Flames on Meridian (Edna Robison)    
Mon Apr 24 9 am - 11 am Building and Properties Committee Meeting   (Kathy Myers)    
  6:30 pm - 8:30 pm Veggie Gourmet Potluck   (Jean Wyatt 408-262--3372)    
Tue Apr 25  9 am - 3 pm Scholarship Applications (Thea Jacobs)    
  11:30 am - 1:30 pm Lunch Bunch Aqui Restaurant, 1145 Lincoln Ave (RSPV Elaine McMahon)    
  7 pm - 8:30 pm Great Decisions Evening Grp   (Karelle Cornwell)    
  7:15 pm - 10 pm Bridge   (RSVP Bobbie Eckerman)    
Thu Apr 27  9:30 am - 11:30 am Great Decisions (Maureen Curulla) 
  7 pm - 9 pm Game Night   (RSVP by Monday Connie Wolff)    
Fri Apr 28  1 pm - 4 pm Local Scholarship   -  (Thea Jacobs)     

 CALENDAR 

Unless otherwise noted, all meetings are at Headquarters and are shown in BLUE. Events in RED meet elsewhere. 

To schedule a meeting, check the Branch Calendar, then contact Bernice Redfern . RSVP means the group needs 

to know who will attend.  

Weekend Walkers meets most Saturdays and Sundays at 8am for an hour-long walk. To receive weekly emails 

about walks, contact Jean Reed. 

Save the Date 
Mon June 5  Neighbors Helping Neighbors Soirée 
June 14-17 2017 AAUW National Convention and “Eduvacation” Washington, D.C. 

mailto:bridge1stmonday@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:sallypbailey@gmail.com
mailto:germanconversation@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:President@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:gourmetcouples1@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:filmfans@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:bridge2ndmonday@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:maryjbarry@iCloud.com
mailto:gourmetlight@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:bookmorning@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:spanishconversation@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:artappreciation@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:sportsequity-titleix@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:bookevening@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:mcurulla@comcast.net
mailto:bridge2ndthursday@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:bridgeduplicate@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:Eichenbaum@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jbartolo@pacbell.net
mailto:frenchconversation@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:jjkreed3@gmail.com
mailto:familyhistory@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:mysterylovers@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:bridge3rdfriday@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:izwright@pacbell.net
mailto:President@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:kathyannmyers@gmail.com
mailto:gourmetveggie@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:Scholarships@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:lunchbunch@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:greatdecisions-pm@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:bridge4thtuesday@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:mcurulla@comcast.net
mailto:gamenight@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:Scholarships@aauwsanjose.org
http://is.gd/aauwsjcalendar
mailto:Bernice.Redfern@sjsu.edu
mailto:jjkreed@comcast.net
http://convention.aauw.org/2015/08/19/eduvacation/
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the association’s business to its membership. 
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Selecting a Senior Community 
Jean Boyden, Financially Fit for Life 

 
Are you planning to live in a senior community in the future, but don't know where to begin your search or 
what to ask? Plan to attend Financially Fit for Life's speakers panel on "Selecting a Senior Community" 
for information to help get you started. The presentation is on Saturday, May 20, from 10 am to noon, at 
the Willow Glen Library, with conversation continuing at Headquarters. 

http://www.aauwsanjose.org/

