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Empowering Women Since 1881 

BONFIRE San Jose Branch 

          AAUW advances equity for women and girls 

through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research 

 

 

 

General Meeting 
 

 

 

San Jose Branch Public Policy Committee  

 

PROPOSITIONS FORUM 

Props 51, 52, 53 and 55 

Measure A 

NOVEMBER 8, 2016 BALLOT 

 

Four (4) of the seventeen (17) propositions address issues that relate to AAUW principles, priorities 
and mission.  AAUW California has taken positions on those four.  Be an informed voter, get the infor-
mation you need in order to make an educated vote.  Free and open to the public. Information: Contact 
Gloria Leonard  626-437-8798 

              

OCTOBER 19, 2016 – 7-8:30 pm 

 

Willow Glen Public Library 

1157 Minnesota Avenue, San Jose, CA 

Thank you, Fall Event planners, volunteers, speakers, interest groups, community 
action projects, Branch leaders, attendees, and guests! You've all made the         

occasion special! Let's keep our engine in high gear! 
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President’s Corner, Edna Robison 

Gearing Up for November 8 Election 

 

This year October is not just about the World Series, Hallow-
een, Columbus Day, or “beer” fest. Across the country AAUW 
urges voters to study election issues. Our Branch will hold a 
general meeting on October 19 to discuss the four (4) ballot 
propositions on which AAUW has taken a position. Please bring 
your sample ballot. 

Let’s spread the word! 

 

 

 

Guest speaker at the September Board meeting, Esther Peralez-Dieckmann, Director of the Office of Women’s Policy, talked 
about three important areas of collaboration between our Branch and OWP this year: 

Women and Girls Leadership and Empowerment: Five years ago we joined forces to move our “Strong Girls, Strong Women” 
conference to the next level. We now reach anywhere between 325-375 girls ages 12–18 and their parents and caretakers with 
a day of leadership and empowerment workshops and activities. 

Pay Equity: This includes: (1) $tart $mart workshops designed to help college age women better understand the wage gap and 
build skills to negotiate pay, and (2) Work Smart Pilot Project wage negotiation workshops for working women and those return-
ing to the workforce.  Our Branch and OWP are founding members of the Bay Area Equal Pay Collaborative, which seeks to 
educate and raise awareness about fair pay and promote local resources where people can go for assistance. Last year we 
participated in the High School Equal Pay “Cookie” project to educate high school students on the gender pay gap. 

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) Campaign for Santa Clara County:  The 
Commission on the Status of Women will recommend a CEDAW Ordinance, based on a human rights framework. Such an   
ordinance would require County departments to promote equality for women through specific initiatives that serve to identify 
gaps in systems, programming and services that impact the well-being and advancement of women and girls; to promote      
policies and provide resources and funding to remedy gender discrimination and disparity; and to report periodically to the       
Commission on the Status of Women on their progress. 

The Finance Committee presented the draft of the Branch General Fund Budget. The Building and Properties Committee     
presented its own draft. The final budgets will be presented to the Board for approval at the October meeting. 

The bottom stair on the front porch and side railing and also the second landing on the renter’s stairs will be repaired for under 
$700. 

Membership as of August: 288 members (up by three from last year); 35 nonrenewals; five new members since June 1. Watch 
out for announcements on Open Houses for prospective members (November, February, May) and New Member Socials 
(February, June). 

The general meetings and Third Wednesday Programs, which were approved by the Program and Development Committee, 
were presented by the Program VP. 

Information on the Work Smart Pilot Project is now on the Home Page of our Website. There will be three Work Smart Pilot  
Project Workshops: October 15, November 9, and December 5 (tentative). 

Call for Volunteers: 

Work Smart – See our Website for a list of needs. Contact Janice Robbins. 

Gifts for Teens – Put together 1250 bags this year, plus 100 gifts, in the first two weeks of December, 9 am-12 pm, 1-4 pm.    
Contact Elaine Benoit. 

Tech Trek 2017 STEM camp at Stanford – Contact Jane Guinther for a list of jobs. 

BOARD MATTERS 

mailto:e29.robison@yahoo.com
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Mission: Support Our Girls! 

Title IX/Sports Equity Interest Group 

So many of us never had the opportunity to participate in athletics when we were in school.   Girls now have many 
choices and begin playing sports at a young age. Do you have a daughter, granddaughter, niece?  Does she      
participate in sports?   The Title IX/Sports Equity Interest Group would like to know! If she plays locally, we might 
attend one of her games. Please contact Laura Manthey with your information. 

A Game Night Extravaganza 

Thursday, October 27 at Headquarters.  7 – 8:30 pm. 

 
A night of low-key fun, friendship, laughs and munchies.  
We play games like Taboo, Poker, Banana-grams, and 
25 Words or Less.  Please RSVP Connie Wolff  (408) 
266-7566 by Monday, October 24.  See you there! 

Affordable Housing “Measure A” on November Ballot 

Gloria Leonard, Public Policy Committee 

Measure A is an affordable housing measure appearing on the November ballot that will provide affordable 
housing opportunities across Santa Clara County.  The Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors voted 
unanimously to place the $950 million affordable housing bond on the ballot. Voters have identified afforda-
ble housing as the highest priority issue. “Homelessness is a community crisis in our region. It demands a 
regional solution”, Jackie Morales-Ferrand, Director of Housing for San Jose. 

Voting Yes on Measure A will allow the County to create and maintain affordable homes for thousands of 
our most vulnerable community members, including our veterans, seniors, homeless children, and low-
income and working families. 

In addition to providing housing opportunities, studies show that increasing our affordable housing options 
drives a multitude of indirect benefits, including improving our business environment, reducing traffic      
congestion, and improving air quality by making sure people can afford to live close to where they work. 

The bond will provide affordable housing for thousands of our community members, including:  

 $700 million for our most vulnerable populations, including supportive housing for our homeless        
residents 

 $100 million for low-income families 

 $150 million for working families and first-time homebuyer programs 

The region of Santa Clara County is estimated to have the fourth largest homeless population of all major 
metropolitan areas in the nation. 

The measure language is notable for its inclusion of financial accounting and public review provisions.    
Annual audits are required and will be reviewed by an independent Citizens Oversight Committee. 

AAUW promotes the economic, social, and physical well-being of all persons. Essential to that well-being is 
an economy that provides, among other conditions, safe, livable, and affordable housing, and a clean and 
healthful environment. (AAUW Public Policy Program, 2015-2017).         

PUBLIC POLICY 

Bullying – Harassment:  What To Do? 

Janice Robbins 

Friday, November 5, 10 am to 11:30 am 

Representatives from ING (Islamic Networks Group) and C.A.I.R. 
(Council on American-Islamic Relations) will discuss ways to rec-
ognize and respond to bullying and harassment from the school to 
the work environment.  See November BONFIRE for more details. 

mailto:LSmant@aol.com
mailto:connieswolff@aol.com
mailto:Glorialnrd25@gmail.com%20
mailto:janicemrobbins@yahoo.com
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A Brief History of Local Scholarship and Looking Forward to the Holiday Boutique 

Cheryl Markman 

 

AAUW San Jose has been providing scholarships for women for thirty-six years through the Local 
Scholarship Community Action Project.   

 

Originally scholarships in the amount of $100 were awarded to young women graduating from 
high school and going on to a four-year institution.  Later the focus was changed to women who 
have completed two full years at an accredited college or university and are enrolled in a four-
year institution with the grant amounts increasing to as much as $4,000.  In 2016, over $57,000 
was awarded to 15 recipients in amounts ranging from $2,000 to $5,000 each, including two   
special named scholarships.  The Edie Kerr Memorial Scholarship, established in honor and 
memory of our friend and founding member of the Local Scholarship committee, in the amount of 
$5,000 was awarded to Briana Hernandez.   She is now attending UC Santa Cruz, majoring in 
Human Biology or Cognitive Science.  The Ruby Trombetta Memorial Scholarship in the amount 
of $4,000 was awarded to Diana Merino.  She is now attending UC Berkeley majoring in Political 
Economy.  To date over $230,000 has been awarded to 145 recipients.     

 

In addition to monetary donations from AAUW San Jose members, Local Scholarship is funded 
through grant writing and an annual Holiday Boutique, now looking forward to its fifteenth year.  
The boutique will be held this year on Saturday, November 12.   Donations of items for the      
boutique are currently being sought.  Please consider giving home-baked goods, handcrafted  
jewelry, needlework and craft items and hand-knitted scarves, small gifts, holiday decorations and 
other items of décor.   Interest Groups are asked to donate a thematic basket related to their area 
of interest.  Thanks to your generosity, for giving and for purchasing at the Boutique. We look   
forward to another successful fund-raising event.    

 

For more information, please contact Thea Jacobs or  Virginia Beck. 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors 

Warm Hearts Program 

 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors is starting its annual collection of warm clothing for the Warm Hearts 
program administered by Santa Maria Urban Ministry.  We will be collecting gently used (or new) 
coats, sweaters, hats, scarves, gloves, shoes and sleeping bags.  If you have items that you'd like  
to contribute, you can leave them in the bin marked 'Warm Hearts' located in the parlor at         
Headquarters.  Contact Barbara Shaffer for more information. 

mailto:cherylmarkman@hotmail.com
mailto:tmjacobs1@gmail.com
mailto:beck_virginia@yahoo.com
mailto:bjshaf04@yahoo.com
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Message from NCCWSL Recipient: 

 
"I'm Cristina Cortes, a fourth year student at SJSU studying 
Business Management. I am thrilled to have been selected to 
attend the NCCWSL conference at the University of Maryland 
because I am a huge proponent for women’s empowerment. I 
attended the Elect Her workshop hoping to gain insights from 
successful women in public office, and gained much more. I 
was able to zone in on how I can reach out to my networks, 
create an elevator pitch, and practice it in front of a room of 
supportive women. At the national conference I was incredibly 
inspired by the women who were awarded the Women of Dis-
tinction awards.  

"AAUW provided me with the essential capabilities to run for 
the Director of Business Affairs of Associated Students, student 
government, this last Spring. I am pleased to announce that I 
was elected for this position by the university population and I 
intend to capitalize on the opportunity to attend NCCWSL to 
apply the techniques I learned to help me be a better leader on 
campus and make a positive impact!" 

Cristina Cortes, Director of Business Affairs | Associated Stu-
dents  

Business Management Major at San Jose State University 

Note:  Cristina was selected from the group of students who 
attended the Elect Her workshop at SJSU in February.  Elect 
Her teaches women how to run for campus office and lat-
er public office, and was organized through a joint effort by 
AAUW, our Branch's College-University Relations Commit-
tee, Associated Students of SJSU and a grant from the Santa 
Clara County Commission on the Status of Women.  Cristina 
attended the National Conference for College Women Student 
Leaders (NCCWSL) on June 1-4, 2016 in Washington, D.C. 
and our Branch paid for her conference registration, airline and 
lodging. For the history and description of NCCWSL, please 
click here. For information on the 2016 conference that Cristina 
attended, please see visit this site. 

Who you gonna call?   B & P! 

 

 

When you notice something at Head-
quarters that is not working - a light bulb is out, 
a faucet is leaking, a step on the porch is  
wobbly….   

Contact Building and Properties! 

 

A list of contact names, phone numbers, 
and emails are posted in the entry on the 
bulletin board next to the calendar.  If the 
problem needs immediate attention, please 
call one of our committee members.  They will 
work to correct the problem. 

If the maintenance issue is non urgent, please 
leave a note on the report form on the refriger-
ator.  Our committee members will check the 
list when they are at Headquarters and make 
every attempt to remedy the situation as 
quickly as possible.   

Thank you from your Building and Properties 
Committee 

 

August 2016 AAUW BRIDGE 

WINNERS 

Bobbie Eckerman 

 

First Monday: Lida Kluzek, Jackie Chase  

Second Monday: Bobbie Eckerman, Lida Kluzek  

Second Thursday: Nancy Valby, Patty Baggese  

Second Friday: (Duplicate): Lida Kluzek, Mary Braley, 
Bobbie Eckerman 

Third Friday: Sandy Bonnet, Leela Viswanathan, Lida 

Kluzek  

Fourth Tuesday: Nancy Valby, Patty Baggese  

2016 - 2017 Building & Properties Budget 

Tracy Bunger 

 

The draft Building & Properties Budget 2016 – 
2017 was reviewed by the Branch Finance Com-
mittee on August 24 and approved, with addi-
tions for a contingency fund as needed for re-
pairs and /or maintenance.    The approved draft 
budget was then presented at the Board Meet-
ing on September 7 for review.   The budget will 
be presented for final approval at the Board of 
Director’s meeting in October. 

mailto:https://www.nccwsl.org/about/history/%20and%20https://www.nccwsl.org/about/
mailto:https://www.nccwsl.org/event-details/agenda/
mailto:eckshome1@aol.com
mailto:dtbunger@sbcglobal.net
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NEW MEMBER PROFILES 

Claire Campondonico 

 

Dulce Santana Gonzalez is a Local Scholarship recipient. 
She is studying at San Jose State University and will re-
ceive her BS in Nursing in May 2017. She is considered an 
e-student affiliate of AAUW’s San Jose Branch.  

 
Keti Kilcrease received her BS in Biological Science from 
University of California at Davis and her MS in Computer 
Science from California Polytechnic State University. She is 
a returning member as she was a member of our Branch in 
the 1980’s. Keti is a Product Manager for security systems 
at Cisco Systems, Inc. Her skills include public speaking, 
marketing and publicity. She enjoys volunteering at the 
Tech Museum in San Jose.  

 
Julinda LeDee earned her BA in Sociology from San Jose 
State University in 2011. She continued her studies at the 
University of San Francisco, earning her MA in Public Ad-
ministration in 2013. She was referred by her friend Sabra 
Dupree. Julinda is a Senior Administrative Assistant at San 
Jose City College. Her skills include public speaking and 
event planning. 

 
Sherry Portillo received her BA in English Literature from 
San Francisco State University in 2016. She is Program 
and Events Coordinator for Sunnyvale Community Ser-
vices. Her friend, Ellen Freitas, is a member of the Morgan 
Hill Branch and referred her to our Branch. Sherry’s skills 
include event planning, website and social media manage-
ment as well as writing and editing. 

 
Vickie Vonbergen was referred by Margaret McCartney. 
Vickie has a BA in Mathematics from University of Califor-
nia, Santa Barbara and a MA in Educational Psychology, 
Counseling and Guidance from Cal State Northridge. She 
retired from Symantec Corporation where she was writing 
communications for their CFO. She is already volunteering 
in NHN’s Grateful Garment Project. Vickie’s skill set in-
cludes writing and editing.  

Gifts for Teens, Wednesday, November 3 

Sharon Bouska  

  

Cut, tie, and wrap fleece scarves for Gift for 
Teen's teens.  No sewing skills needed. Check 

the November Bonfire for more                     
information.  Did I mention cookies?  

San Jose Selected by AAUW for  

Work Smart Pilot 

Janice Robbins, Program VP 

After submitting an application to AAUW in June, Jesse B. 

Rauch, Senior Program Manager, Start Smart and Work 

Smart, wrote the following to Geri Madden and me: 

"On behalf of AAUW, I am pleased to notify you of your 

selection as an AAUW Work Smart in California Pilot Site. 

Your branch will be the focal point of a new grassroots ini-

tiative to close the gender pay gap. Funded by a generous 

gift from the Mooneen Lecce Giving Circle, over the next 

few months, we will provide you with technical assistance, 

guidance and support to launch a pilot city-based initiative 

in the state of California. Your city will join Boston and the 

District of Columbia in leading the way towards equal pay." 

He also noted that San Diego and Long Beach are the two 

other California cities selected for the pilot. 

Work Smart is AAUW's interactive workshop that empow-

ers women to evaluate, negotiate and articulate their worth 

with confidence and success during salary and benefit 

package negotiations. The skills and strategies learned 

during these workshops will be useful throughout their 

lives. 

This pilot endeavors to bring the successes of the city-

wide initiatives in Boston and Washington D.C.to our own 

neighborhood.  Can YOU help?  This is a community 

based initiative and we are asking for any contacts our 

members can provide, as well as any of you who are    

willing to help on the coordinating committee.  The grant 

will fund the first three workshops this fall.  There is no 

cost to the Branch.  

Below are three specific areas in which we hope you can 

help us close the gender pay gap in San Jose: 

Become a facilitator (training provided). 

Identify potential sponsors and/or sponsoring organi-

zations who may be willing to sponsor one or more 

workshops. 

Identify potential collaborators and host organizations - 

possible locations for workshops that can hold up 

to 40 participants, (classroom seating or round 

tables, and technology support for Power Point 

presentation). 

Any questions, please call or email  Janice Robbins or  
Suzanne Doty.  Our team thanks you for your support.  

mailto:clairecamp@comcast.net
mailto:Santana.dulce01@gmail.com
mailto:ketik@att.net
mailto:Julinda.ledee@sjcc.edu%20
mailto:Portillo.sherry@gmail.com
mailto:Vickie@vcnet@com
mailto:sharonbouska@gmail.com
mailto:janicemrobbins@yahoo.com
mailto:janicemrobbins@yahoo.com
mailto:suzannedoty@sbcglobal.net
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Mon Oct 3  9:30 am - 12:30 pm Monday Bridge (RSVP Pat Mikolic)    

  7 pm - 8:30 pm Neighbors Helping Neighbors  (Sally Bailey)    

Tue Oct 4  10 am - 12 pm German Conversation   - (Barbara Snyder)    

Wed Oct 5  6:30 pm - 8:30 pm Board Meeting   - Social time from 6:30, meeting from 7  pm (Edna Robison)    

Sat Oct 8  6 pm - 10 pm Couples Gourmet (RSVP Margaret Bard)    

Sun Oct 9    Film Fans (RSVP Linda Snashall)    

Mon Oct 10  10 am - 1 pm Bridge (RSVP Rosemary Busch)    

  1:30 pm - 3:30 pm Financially Fit for Life   (Mary Barry)    

  6 pm - 9 pm Light Gourmet (RSVP Cheryl Markham)   

Tue Oct 11  10 am - 12 pm Tuesday Morning Book Club - When Books Went to War by Molly Guptil Manning (Maggi Ben-

son)  

  10 am - 12 pm Spanish Conversation   - (Nancy Toledo)    

Wed Oct 12  9 am - 10 am Art Appreciation (RSVP Jan Bartolotta)    

  6 pm - 7 pm Title IX/Sports Equity  (Laura Manthey)    

  7 pm - 9 pm Wednesday Night Book Group - A Backpack, a Bear, and Eight Crates of Vodka by Lev Go-

linkin (Laura Manthey)    

Thu Oct 13  7:15 pm - 10 pm Bridge  (RSVP Bobbie Eckerman)    

Fri Oct 14  10 am - 2 pm Duplicate Bridge  (RSVP Lida Kluzek)    

Sat Oct 15  1 pm - 3 pm Be In The Seats - Tickets are $5 for seniors (Santa Clara Women’s Volleyball vs Pepperdine Laura 

Manthey)    

Mon Oct 17  9:30 am - 11:30 am Exploring World Literature - Memory of Water by Emmi Itaranta (Sue Eichenbaum)    

  6:30 pm - 10 pm International Gourmet Russia (Jan Bartolotta)    

Tue Oct 18  10 am - 11:45 am French Conversation (Barbara Snyder)    

  6 pm - 8 pm Public Policy      

Wed Oct 19  7 pm - 8:30 pm Election Forum - Willow Glen Library (Gloria Leonard)    
Thu Oct 20  9 am - 3 pm Family History (Susan Brundage) carpool to Oakland LDS Regional Family History Center for tour 
& research followed by lunch at local café  
  7 pm - 8:30 pm Mystery Lovers - The Old Gray Wolf by James Doss (Sharon Shepard)    
Fri Oct 21  10 am - 1 pm Bridge  (RSVP Lida Kluzek)    
  6:30 pm - 8:30 pm Singles Potluck  (Isabelle Wright) 
Mon Oct 24  9 am - 11 am Building and Properties Committee Meeting  (Tracy Bunger)    

  6:30 pm - 8:30 pm Veggie Gourmet Potluck (Jean Wyatt 408-262--3372)    

Tue Oct 25  11:30 am - 1:30 pm Lunch Bunch - Paesano Ristorante Italiano 350 W Julian Street #1 (RSVP by October 22 to 

Pam Jajko (408) 446-1306)    

  7:15 pm - 10 pm Bridge  (RSVP Bobbie Eckerman)    

Wed Oct 26  7 pm - 9 pm Be In The Seats - General Admission tickets are $10 (Stanford Women’s Volleyball vs Washington 

Laura Manthey)    

Thu Oct 27  1 pm - 4 pm Local Scholarship - (Thea Jacobs)    

  7 pm - 9 pm Game Night  (RSVP by Monday Connie Wolff)    

Fri Oct 28  1 pm - 4 pm Local Scholarship   - (Thea Jacobs)    

Sat Oct 29  11:30 am - 2 pm AAUW Fellows Luncheon for Northern California - Crow Canyon Country Club, Danville. 

Meet AAUW Fellowship and Grant recipients. Hear their stories and learn about their studies. Tickets $40. Reserve by October 

17. 

 CALENDAR 

Unless otherwise noted, all meetings are at Headquarters and are shown in BLUE. Events in RED meet elsewhere. 

To schedule a meeting, check the Branch Calendar, then contact Kathy Myers. RSVP means the group needs to 

know who will attend.  

Weekend Walkers meets most Saturdays and Sundays at 8 am for an hour-long walk. To receive weekly emails 

about walks, contact Jean Reed. 

mailto:bmikolic@pacbell.net
mailto:sallypbailey@gmail.com
mailto:snyderdb987@outlook.com
mailto:e29.robison@yahoo.com
mailto:margaretbard@gmail.com
mailto:lindasnashall@comcast.net
mailto:chezburo@juno.com
mailto:maryjbarry@iCloud.com
mailto:cherylmarkman@hotmail.com
mailto:maggibe@gmail.com
mailto:maggibe@gmail.com
mailto:nantoledo@comcast.net
mailto:jbartolo@pacbell.net
mailto:lsmant@aol.com
mailto:lsmant@aol.com
mailto:Bobbiekshome1@aol.com
mailto:lidakluzek@att.net
mailto:lsmant@aol.com
mailto:lsmant@aol.com
mailto:Eichenbaum@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jbartolo@pacbell.net
mailto:snyderdb987@outlook.com
mailto:Glorialnrd25@gmail.com
mailto:stillreads@gmail.com
mailto:sharonshephard@hotmail.com
mailto:lidakluzek@att.net
mailto:izwright@pacbell.net
mailto:dtbunger@sbcglobal.net
mailto:pjjajko@gmail.com
mailto:Bobbiekshome1@aol.com
mailto:lsmant@aol.com
mailto:tmjacobs1@gmail.com
mailto:connieswolff@aol.com
mailto:tmjacobs1@gmail.com
http://www.aauw-ca.org/index.cfm?go=pages.view&pagesid=459&parent=202&coparent=459
http://is.gd/aauwsjcalendar
mailto:kathyannmyers@gmail.com
mailto:jjkreed@comcast.net
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Open House for Prospective Members, Monday, November 1 

Margaret Bard 

 

Do you have a friend you think would be interested in joining AAUW?  The Membership Committee is hosting 
an Open House at Headquarters on November 1 at 7 pm for prospective members.  It’s a chance for people to 
learn about our branch.  There will be a representative from some of the Community Action Projects and Inter-
est Groups to describe and explain their goals.  Refreshments start at 7 pm and we will end at 8:30 pm. 

Please bring your friends! 

http://www.aauwsanjose.org/
mailto:margaretbard@gmail.com%20

