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Empowering Women Since 1881 

BONFIRE San Jose Branch 

          AAUW advances equity for women and girls 

through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research 

Women’s Equality Day Luncheon 

Theme: Women in Social Movements 
This event is always at capacity! Secure your seat today and join us for the Santa 
Clara County Commission on the Status of Women’s Annual Equality Day Lunch-
eon at the Center for Employment Training (CET) Friday, August 26, 2016.  
We promise a delicious plated lunch with 350 of our local leaders dedicated to ad-
vancing the needs of women and girls. 
 
Speakers: Alison Crossley, Associate Director of Stanford's Clayman Institute for Gender 
Research;  
Clarissa Martinez, Deputy Vice President at the National Council of La Raza;  
Lateefah Simon, Program Director for the Rosenberg Foundation 
 
Buy your own Ticket $50:  
Contact Gloria Leonard who will arrange for an AAUW-SJ table. It’s inspiring to be in 
a room with so many committed and active women. Don’t miss this! 
 

Equality Day Luncheon 
Friday, August 26 
11:30 am - 1 pm 

Center for Employment Training 
701 Vine St., San Jose 95110  

View Map 

https://wedluncheon2016.eventbrite.com
mailto::glorialnrd25@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/santa-clara-county-csw-annual-womens-equality-day-luncheon-2016-tickets-25985393010#map-target
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Changing The Climate for Women and Girls: Local Women Rising 

 

   Edna Robison, President 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you everyone, for making the transition to this 
year smooth-sailing! As we embark on our journey into 
2016-2017, I would like to echo AAUW’s theme of 
“Changing the Climate for Women and Girls.” I encour-
age you to listen to: “One AAUW: Changing the Climate 
for Women and Girls, Without Elevator Speeches”. 
Watch also this presentation shown at the 2016 AAUW 
CA Convention in San Mateo: “The Power of Your Gifts”. 
 

Incoming Board Off to a Good Start 
Edna Robison, President 

 

A total of 16 Board members and three fa-
cilitators from the Communications Com-
mittee attended the Board Training on Sat-
urday, July 9. Virginia Beck served as 
overall trainer. Edna Robison shared a 
PowerPoint presentation on the “Role of 
Branch President and Board Meeting 
Structure.” Elin Bolt, Elizabeth Guimarin 
and Jean Reed facilitated the topics on 
“BONFIRE, Website and Social Media” and 
“Passwords.” Louise Persson, who is also 
on the National Committee of AAUW 
Funds LAF, explained the differences be-
tween “AAUW Funds and AAUW Funds 
LAF.” Sharon Bouska showed the House 
to new members and provided the status 
report on the “Strategic Plan for 2014-
2017.” Linda Snashall discussed the 
“Parliamentary Procedures, Motions, and 
Holidays.” Janice Robbins facilitated the 
generation of “Ideas for Programs and 
Third Wednesday Programs.” Breakfast 
and a generous potluck lunch facilitated 
discussions. We’re off to a good start! 

 

Do You Agree? 
Laura Manthey 

Title IX Sports Equity Interest Group 
 

“How could you be a woman and not experi-
ence gender bias?” – Tara VanDerveer 
 
In 1971, prior to Title IX, ninety percent of 
college women's teams were coached by 
women. That number has since dropped to 
43 percent. A report recently released by 
the Women’s Sports Foundation, “Beyond 
X’s and O’s: Gender Bias and Coaches of 
Women’s College Sports,” also notes that 
fewer women are athletic directors. Tara 
VanDerveer, the head coach of the Stanford 
Women’s Basketball team since 1975, was 
fortunate to have female administrators at 
her first two positions prior to coming to 
Stanford. She stresses the importance of 
having administrators who actively work to 
promote women in coaching. “It doesn’t 
matter how good you are if you don’t have 
support from the people above you,” she 
says. Read the Executive Summary of this 
report for more details.  

mailto:e29.robison@yahoo.com
https://aauw.app.box.com/s/jzzlxvgwewjk6q91ja5tmqyle4g51ply/1/7557354913/62047112665/1
https://aauw.app.box.com/s/jzzlxvgwewjk6q91ja5tmqyle4g51ply/1/7557354913/62047112665/1
https://aauw.app.box.com/s/jzzlxvgwewjk6q91ja5tmqyle4g51ply/1/7557354913/62047268833/1
mailto:e29.robison@yahoo.com
mailto:LSmant@aol.com
https://www.womenssportsfoundation.org/home/research/beyond-xs-and-os/~/media/PDFs/WSF%20Research%20Reports/Beyond%20Xs%20%20OsExecutive%20Summary%20for%20WEB.pdf
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Gloria Leonard, Public Policy (Interim Chair) 

 
 

Advocacy and Action in Sacramento 
 
Out of over 2,000 bills introduced in the current California Legislative Session, the AAUW CA Public Policy 
Committee gave special attention to around 60. This number needed to be reduced in order to have a 
manageable advocacy agenda, and the final evaluations led to selecting some 13 bills on which AAUW CA 
took positions. The AAUW CA Public Policy Priorities for 2015-17 are the framework that guides these de-
cisions and gives direction to our Legislative Advocate Shannon Smith–Crowley. The decision was made 
to give highest priority to bills related to Pay Equity, Title IX, and STEM. Two of the bills relating to Pay Eq-
uity are:  
 
AB 1676 (Campos) – Employers: salary information. Status: Senate Appropriations Committee hearings. 
The bill addresses pay inequity in the public sector by prohibiting employers from seeking job candidates’ 
salary histories. By removing past salary history from the hiring determination, AB 1676 will help ensure 
that employers will not be able to use a history of low pay as justification for continuing to underpay wom-
en. 
 
AB 1890 (Dodd) – Discrimination: equal pay: state contracting.  Status:  Senate Appropriations Committee 
hearings. This bill would enact the Equal Pay for Equal Work Act of 2016. The bill would require an em-
ployer with 100 or more employees in the state and a contract with the state that amounts to $50,000 or 
more to submit a nondiscrimination program to the department and to submit periodic reports of its compli-
ance with that program, no more than annually, on a schedule to be determined by the department. The bill 
would require the department to make these programs and reports available to the Commission on the 
Status of Women and Girls. 
 
A status report on the bills with AAUW CA “Support” positions will be available at Fall Event. We also ex-
pect Action Alerts from AAUW CA (see below) on bills needing advocacy action from California branch 
members of AAUW. Bill tracking is available to members at www.aauw-ca.org/publicpolicy or 
www.leginfo.ca.gov. 

PUBLIC POLICY 

WANTED  
 

Contact Edna Robison 
 
 

Public Policy Chair 
Historian and/or Photographer 
AAUW Funds Treasurer 

New Address 
If you happen to be in Washington DC,  
contact AAUW to visit the new offices. 
1310 L Street NW, Suite 1000 Washington, DC 
20005 
Tel: 202-785-7700 or 800-326-2289  

or connect@aauw.org 

 

mailto:Glorialnrd25@gmail.com
http://www.aauw-ca.org/publicpolicy
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov
mailto:e29.robison@yahoo.com
mailto:connect@aauw.org
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Communications Communiqué 
 

As we embark on a new year, there are a few items that your Communica-
tions Committee would like to highlight for your consideration and action. 
 
First, we would greatly appreciate it if everyone, and particularly the chairs of 

all committees, CAPs and interest groups, would review the page(s) on the Branch website that per-
tain to their group(s). If any changes need to be made, please send the edits to communica-
tions@aauwsanjose.org (preferably in a Word document with no formatting) as soon as possible. It's 
very important that the information that appears on the website be as accurate as possible for Branch 
members, and especially visitors. 
 
Next, at the Board training on July 9, we encouraged everyone there -- and encourage ALL Branch 
members -- to upload photos to the Branch Shutterfly account. Many members have been uploading 
their photos of different events (thank you!) and we now have a growing photo archive. We pull pic-
tures for the website and for the BONFIRE from this archive, so it is a valuable resource for us and for 
the entire Branch to use. If you don't already have a Shutterfly account, you'll need to create one: go 
to www.shutterfly.com, click on the Sign Up button and follow the instructions. After you've created an 
account, send an email to communications@aauwsanjose.org with a request to be made a member; 
you'll receive an invitation email from Shutterfly once it's done. As a member of the Branch site, you 
can start uploading photos and videos following the instructions provided on the front page. Of course, 
if you need additional help, please contact us. 
 
Finally, if you'd like to post something on our Facebook page (AAUW-San-Jose), here’s how it works: 
when our Facebook administrator posts something, it appears in the main center feed on the page. 
When anyone other than an administrator posts (Branch members or the general public), it appears 
under VISITOR POSTS on the left side of the page. If you want to make sure that your posts appear 
in the main feed, send your post content to communications@aauwsanjose.org and the administrator 
will review and post it. You can add your comments to either a main feed or a visitor post. 
 
We hope you'll take some time to explore the website, read the BONFIRE every month, sign up for the 
Branch Shutterfly account to start uploading photos and videos, and "like" and interact with our Face-
book page. After all, these media represent the "face" of AAUW San Jose ... your input and feedback 
are important to assure that they accurately reflect who we are! 

Shopping for a Cause Pays Off for Gifts for Teens 
Jan Giroux 

 
 

Thank you to all the AAUW members and friends who supported Gifts for Teens at Talbot’s Valley Fair fundraiser 
on April 17. Talbot’s was a wonderful host providing refreshments and helpful sales staff to enhance the shopping 
experience! As Talbot’s selected non-profit, 10% of their sales went to support Gifts for Teens. We were delighted 
to receive $500. 
 
If shopping is your thing or you would still like to help Gifts for Teens fill 1,200 holiday gift bags this year, donations 
of cash or teen-friendly items are still needed. Store or fast food gift cards, regular size toiletries, cosmetics and 
small hand-held games are always welcome and appreciated. 

http://sanjose-ca.aauw.net
mailto:communications@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:communications@aauwsanjose.org
http://aauwsanjose.shutterfly.com
http://www.shutterfly.com
mailto:communications@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:communications@aauwsanjose.org
mailto:jgiroux603@aol.com
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In Memoriam 
 

On June 22, we lost Helen Stevens, a warm and generous Southern lady who joined 
our Branch in 2007. Hailing from Louisville, Kentucky, Helen’s world expanded when 
she took an internship in Paris, France. She went on to earn a Master’s in French 
Language and Literature. Helen worked for over 15 years as Director of International 
Programs and Services at SJSU, where she livened up staff meetings by turning up 
her Kentucky drawl or breaking into song. Helen was actively engaged in her com-
munity, serving on the Board of the Preservation Action Council of San Jose, and as 
International Chair and College/University Relations Chair for AAUW San Jose. 

NEW MEMBER PROFILES  
Claire Campodonico 

  
VALERIE MERKLIN was raised in Ohio but resided in Houston, Texas and Boise, Idaho before moving to San Jose 
four years ago. She received her BA in English from Ohio State University and her MBA from the University of Hou-
ston. She learned of AAUW through her current position as Executive Director of Willow Glen Business Association. 
In her leisure moments, Valerie enjoys her two dogs, two cats and her horse.  
  
TARI HUNTER WIMBLEY recently moved to Santa Clara from Southern California. She was introduced to AAUW 
after collaborating with our Branch to bring the Elect Her Program at San Jose State University. Tari holds a BA in 
Liberal Studies from California State University, Northridge and a MA in Student Affairs in Higher Education from 
Colorado State University. She currently serves as the Executive Director for Associated Students at SJSU. She was 
referred by Geri Madden and Sonia Wright.  

SLOANE DEVOTO is a Bay Area native. She obtained her BS in Sociology from the University of California, Santa 
Cruz, her teaching credential and MS in Education Administration from National University, and her MS in Learning 
Design and Technology from Purdue University. Sloane taught in the school systems in Silicon Valley for twenty-five 
years before transitioning into residential real estate with Alain Pinel. She learned of our Branch while walking her 
dogs with Diane Trombetta.  

VIVIAN O’CONNELL earned her BA in Political Philosophy from Thomas More College of Liberal Arts in New 
Hampshire and her MA in Politics from the University of Dallas. She is the co-founder and Vice President of the non-
profit Silicon Valley Pet Project. She learned of AAUW from Marty Glanzman and Janice Robbins at Willow Glen’s 
Business Association’s BIZ Expo in February.  
  
PILAR BOISVERT double majored in Latin American Studies and Political Economy of Industrial Societies at the 
University of California, Berkeley. At Stanford University, Pilar earned an MA in Latin American Studies. Attending 
the State University of New York, she received an MA in Elementary Education. She is an elementary classroom 
teacher with San Jose Unified School District. New member Karen Hook referred Pilar.  

KELLY WEISBERG earned a BA in Sociology from Brandeis University. She continued her education at the Univer-
sity of California, San Francisco, receiving an MA in Social and Behavioral Sciences. Kelly returned to Brandeis to 
earn her PhD in Sociology. In 1979, she obtained her J.D. from the U.C. Berkeley School of Law. She is a Professor 
of Law at Hastings College of Law, teaching family law, children’s rights and domestic violence law. She resides in 
Monte Sereno and heard of AAUW through word of mouth.  
  
LINDA CAREN graduated from Ohio State University with her BS in Medical Technology. She went on to earn her 
PhD in Biology from Stanford University. As a professor of biology at Cal State Northridge, she was also a member 
of AAUW in Thousand Oaks. After returning to northern California, Linda taught at SJSU, OSHER, USC Extension 
and Evergreen and Foothill community colleges. She is now retired and has enjoyed working on Tech Trek with 
member Jane Guinther.  

mailto:clairecamp@comcast.net
mailto:valeriemerklin@gmail.com
mailto:Tari.wimbley@sjsu.edu
mailto:Sloane@sloanedevoto.com
mailto:Vivian@svpetproject.org
mailto:pboisvert@prodigy.net
mailto:Kelly_weisberg@yahoo.com
mailto:rcaren@comcast.net
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Collaboration Coffee II Recap 
 
The second Collaboration Coffee was held the afternoon of 
June 26 by the Local Scholarship subcommittee for ongoing re-
lationships with our Local Scholarship recipients. An inviting ta-
ble full of tempting treats was provided by members of the com-
mittee. 
 
In response to requests at the first Collaboration Coffee held in 
January, the topic was “Student Loans, How to Get Them and 
How to Pay Them Back”. We were fortunate to have Mary Morri-
son as our speaker. Mary was Director of Undergraduate Schol-
arships at Stanford University from 1992 until her retirement in 
2015. She managed not only Stanford’s undergraduate scholar-
ship funds, but also the Cal Grant program and the Federal 
grant programs, including Pell grants. She also taught a course 
in Financial Literacy at Stanford. Mary provided much valuable 
information; specifically, she explained how it is entirely possible 
for it to be less costly and easier to obtain a student loan from a 
private university than it is from a school such as San Jose 
State. She had figures to prove how much more cost-effective it 
is to utilize loans to finish up a Bachelor’s degree in fewer years 
than it is to work while going to school and take fewer units, re-
sulting in more years in college. Her talk was eye-opening in 
many respects, and there were many interesting questions that 
she ably answered. 
 
The question was posed if there were other ways in which 
AAUW could help in the future, and one of the attendees said 
she is interested in starting an AAUW branch at SJSU. Our 
SJSU campus representative, Sonia Wright, offered to assist 
her in the start-up process. Several others asked for a meeting 
explaining when graduate school was a good idea, and the cir-
cumstances under which a PhD is a better value than a Mas-
ter's. Also there was interest in what kind of law schools are 
most likely to produce employment. Again, there was much en-
thusiasm and participation amongst the attendees. All in all, a 
successful day! 

 
 

June 2016 AAUW BRIDGE 
WINNERS 

Bobbie Eckerman 
 
 

First Monday: Leela Viswanathan, Pat Seaman 
Second Monday: Lida Kluzek, Judy Kumagai, 
Francine Hileman 
Second Thursday: Jean Ann Luckhardt, Nancy 
Valby 
Second Friday (Duplicate): Sandy Bonnet, 
Lida Kluzek 
Third Friday: Sandy Bonnet, Mary Braley, 
Leela Viswanathan  
Fourth Tuesday: Virginia Beck, Sue Dietz 

Get in the Habit  
Third Wed Programs Start in August 
 
Third Wednesday Programs give members 
an opportunity to get together monthly for 
fun, education and information. Offerings are 
as varied as our members’ interests – logi-
cally, since these programs are member se-
lected and led. If there is something that you 
would like to share with the group – a hobby, 
memories, a local service or a favorite film, 
for example – please contact Jean Reed. 
Meetings are at Headquarters on the third 
Wednesday of the month (hence the clever 
name) from 7 to 8:30 pm. You don’t need to 
do any advertising or make any special prep-
arations.  
 
I’ve selected a favorite movie for August 17. 
“My Family and Other Animals” is based on 
the book by Gerald Durrell. You may be fa-
miliar with his more famous brother, the au-
thor Lawrence Durrell. Well, Gerry has a dif-
ferent outlook. Beautifully filmed in Corfu, 
even if you’ve already seen the film, I expect 
you’ll look forward to watching it again. 
Please join us. 

mailto:eckshome1@aol.com
mailto:jjkreed@comcast.net
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Mon Aug 1   9:30am - 12:30pm  Monday Bridge   (RSVP Pat Mikolic)  
 6:30pm - 8:30pm  Neighbors Helping Neighbors   (Sally Bailey)  

Tue Aug 2   10am - 12pm  German Conversation   (Barbara Snyder)  
Mon Aug 8   10am - 1pm  Bridge   (RSVP Rosemary Busch)  

 1:30pm - 3:30pm  Financially Fit for Life   (Mary Barry)  
 6pm - 9pm  Light Gourmet   (RSVP Cheryl Markham)  

Tue Aug 9   10am - 12pm  Spanish Conversation   (Nancy Toledo)  
Wed Aug 10  9am - 10am  Art Appreciation   (RSVP Jan Bartolotta)  
Thu Aug 11   7:15pm - 10pm  Bridge   (RSVP Bobbie Eckerman)  
Fri Aug 12   10am - 2pm  Duplicate Bridge   (RSVP Lida Kluzek)  
Sat Aug 13   6pm - 10pm  Couples Gourmet   (RSVP Margaret Bard)  
Sun Aug 14    Film Fans   (RSVP Linda Snashall)  
Tue Aug 16   10am - 11:45am  French Conversation (Barbara Snyder)  

 6pm - 8pm  Public Policy   
Wed Aug 17  6pm - 7pm  Title IX/Sports Equity   (Laura Manthey)  
   7-8:30 Third Wednesday Movie  “My Family and Other Animals” (Jean Reed) 
Fri Aug 19   10am - 1pm  Bridge   (RSVP Lida Kluzek)  

 6:30pm - 8:30pm  Singles Potluck   (Isabelle Wright)  
Sat Aug 20  9 am – noon Weekend Walkers at Almaden Lake (Jean Reed) 
Mon Aug 22  9am - 11am  Building and Properties Committee Meeting (Tracy Bunger) 

 6:30pm - 8:30pm  Veggie Gourmet Potluck   (Jean Wyatt 408-262-3372)  
Tue Aug 23  1 1:30am - 1:30pm  Lunch Bunch (Diana Taylor)   

 7pm - 8:30pm  Great Decisions PM   (Karelle Cornwell)  
 7:15pm - 10pm  Bridge   (RSVP Bobbie Eckerman)  

Thu Aug 25   7pm - 9pm  Game Night   (RSVP by Monday Sandee Plymire 408-280-5799)  
Fri Aug 26   1pm - 4pm  Local Scholarship  (Thea Jacobs) 

 AUGUST CALENDAR 

Unless otherwise noted, all meetings are at Headquarters and are shown in BLUE. Events in RED meet elsewhere. 

To schedule a meeting, check the Branch Calendar, then contact Kathy Myers. RSVP means the group needs to 

know who will attend.  

Weekend Walkers meets most Saturdays and Sundays at 8am for an hour-long walk. To receive weekly emails 

about walks, contact Jean Reed. 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Sat Sep 10  Fall Event 
Sun Oct 23  AAUW Funds Luncheon, Crow Canyon Country Club, Danville 

mailto:bmikolic@pacbell.net
mailto:sallypbailey@gmail.com
mailto:snyderdonb@hotmail.com
mailto:chezburo@juno.com
mailto:maryjbarry@iCloud.com
mailto:cherylmarkman@hotmail.com
mailto:nantoledo@comcast.net
mailto:jbartolo@pacbell.net
mailto:Bobbiekshome1@aol.com
mailto:lidakluzek@att.net
mailto:margaretbard@gmail.com
mailto:lindasnashall@comcast.net
mailto:snyderdonb@hotmail.com
mailto:lsmant@aol.com
mailto:jjkreed@comcast.net
mailto:lidakluzek@att.net
mailto:izwright@pacbell.net
mailto:jjkreed@comcast.net
mailto:dtbunger@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dgtaylor@comcast.net
mailto:Email%20BONFIRE%20articles%20to%20Elin%20Bolt
mailto:Bobbiekshome1@aol.com
mailto:tmjacobs1@gmail.com
http://is.gd/aauwsjcalendar
mailto:kathyannmyers@gmail.com
mailto:jjkreed@comcast.net
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BONFIRE ARTICLE SUBMITTAL RULES: 

The sole purpose of this publication is to convey 
the association’s business to its membership. 
Only articles and announcements related to 
Branch business will be considered for inclu-

San Jose Branch  

AAUW Headquarters  

1165 Minnesota Avenue  

San Jose, CA 95125-3324 

Phone:  408-294-2430 
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Fall Event 
Changing the Climate for Women and Girls: Local Women Rising 

 
Saturday, September 10 

9:30 am – 1 pm 
 

First Congregational Church of San Jose - Fellowship Hall 
1980 Hamilton Avenue, San Jose (corner of Leigh and Hamilton) 

 
9:30 am - Registration 
10 am - Continental Breakfast: Muffins, Bagels, Coffee Cake, Fruit and Coffee or Tea 
Community Action Projects and Interest Group Tables with sign-ups 
11 am - Program 
 
 
Meet your new Board, Local Scholarship recipients, Tech Trek participants, and our NCCWSL at-
tendee (What is it? Who is it? Learn it all!) Talk to old friends and make some new friends!  

 
 

http://www.aauwsanjose.org/

