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         “Happy Birthday, 
        Eleanor Roosevelt”
                    Sunday October 11
                             1 – 3 pm
                         Sharon Bouska

              Great minds discuss ideas;
           Average minds discuss events;
              Small minds discuss people.
                         -Eleanor Roosevelt

Eleanor Roosevelt has made numerous contributions to American public policy and 
to AAUW, of which she was a member. She is currently in the running to have her 
face on the ten dollar bill. 

Please join us on Sunday, October 11, from 1-3 pm at Headquarters to learn about 
this remarkable woman and hear a presentation on the AAUW Fund named in her 
honor. If you would like, bring a favorite quote, memory, or personal recollection 
about this wonderful woman. And of course, we will have cake!

AAUW San Jose 
Public Policy Program

Human Trafficking In Your 
Neighborhood

Saturday, November 7
10:30 am to 12:30 pm

Bascom Public Library, San Jose

AAUW San Jose
Local Scholarship

Annual Holiday Boutique
Saturday, November 13

10 am - 3 pm
Headquarters

Third Wednesday Program
How To Attract Birds To Your Yard

October 21 at 7 pm

Coming Up

mailto:sharonbouska@gmail.com
mailto:sharonbouska@gmail.com
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Buzz from Bobbie

.......If you missed the Fall Event presentation on the 
new AAUW San Jose website, visit our site now! Just 
enter “sanjose-ca.aauw.net” in your browser. You’ll be 
impressed! Please share this site with potential new 
members.

......Eleanor Roosevelt once said “I had a rose named 
after me and I was very flattered. But I was not pleased 
to read the description in the catalog: ‘No good in a bed, 
but fine against a wall.’” If you have other interesting 
Eleanor quotes, bring them to our “Happy  Birthday, 
Eleanor Roosevelt” celebration on October 11 at 
Headquarters.

.....Is there a perky  black and white bird perched on your 
fence, but it will not come to your feeder? Come and 
find out why  at the Third Wednesday talk on “How to 
attract birds to your yard” by  Freddy Howell and Lisa 
Myers of Los Gatos Birdwatcher on October 21 at 7 pm. 

Bobbie Baker, President
*Janice Robbins was appointed Program 
Vice President.

*The plan for Branch Programs for 
2015-2016 presented by the Program 
Development Committee was approved. 

*The 2015-2017 biennial AAUW and 
AAUW CA Public Policy Programs were 
approved and adopted by the Branch. 

*The name of the “Friends” Interest Group 
was formally changed to “Symposia”. 

Branch Financial Activity Reports 
2014-2015

Pat Diamond Finance Officer

GENERAL FUND
Income: $14,491 (Dues $7,788 + Roundup $1,987 + 

Donations & Interest $4,716) 
Expense: $10,792 (Membership $652 + Fall Event 
$646 + Programs/FFFL/Title IX/Collaborations 
$1,365 + Conventions and Training $3,034 + 
BONFIRE and Directory $1,102 + Insurance $1,309 
+ Operations $1,798 + Computer/Internet & 
Equipment $886)

BUILDING FUND
Income: $33,116 (Rent $14,784 + Donations & 

Interest $18,332)
Expense: $31,074 (Taxes & Insurance $4,097 + 
Janitorial & Gardening $4,025 + Repairs & 
Maintenance $5,615 + Major Interior & Exterior 
Improvements $14,074 + Utilities & Other $3,263) 

Board Notes...

NOTICE - If you need a printed directory, there 
is box of them by front door of Headquarters.  If 
you cannot come to HQ to get one, please call 
(408-292-2430) and leave a message to have a 
copy delivered to you.

The Branch would like to express our deep 
appreciation to Linda Lloyd who served as 
Membership Treasurer for the past six years. Linda 
kept track of all dues and donations which is trickier 
than you might think since funds must be itemized 
for AAUW National, AAUW CA, the Branch, ISPF, 
and specified memorial donations and segregated 
as tax-deductible where appropriate. She also kept 
our address book current so that members could 
receive the BONFIRE and other communications 
from the Branch and from AAUW National and CA. 
Her careful and timely work assisted the 
Membership team, the BONFIRE staff and many 
others at the Branch. She compiled a great how-
two notebook that is being used by the new 
Membership Treasurer Kathy Heihn. Thank you so 
much, Linda, for your great support.

Thank you, Linda!

Thank you to Starbucks for providing coffee 
at Fall Event. Did you know that Starbucks 
served as First Mate under Captain Ahab  on 
the Pequod as they pursued the white whale, 
Moby Dick. The Starbucks coffee chain was 
started in 1971 by an English teacher. Take a 
closer look at the logo!

mailto:rcbaker@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rcbaker@sbcglobal.net
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The New AAUW San Jose Website Is Here!
With sincere thanks to all the many contributors over the years, and 
most especially to Virginia Beck for her excellent management and 
maintenance of the aauwsanjose.org website, the Communications 
Committee announces the launch of the new Branch website! The 
decision was made earlier this year to transition hosting of our 
website to AAUW National Site Resources. As a result, we have a 
new address: sanjose-ca.aauw.net. The former address 
www.aauwsanjose.org, will continue to work. By shifting to Site 
Resources, i t g ives our Branch, and part icular ly the 
Communications Committee, more capacity to focus on public 
outreach through additional social media platforms such as 
Facebook and Twitter.

As you will see, the site has a new look, but much of the familiar 
content is still there, along with a few new features, including the 
new online calendar, as well as links to current and archived 
BONFIRE newsletters and to the AAUW California and National 
websites. We think you’ll find our new site streamlined and user-
friendly.

We look forward to adding interesting stories, photos, and videos 
from Branch members to enrich the website. We welcome your 
questions, comments and suggestions; please don't hesitate to 
contact your website editors, Elizabeth Guimarin and Elin Bolt. 

October 2015 – Domestic Violence Awareness Month
Gloria Leonard, Public Policy Co-Chair

Violence against women takes many forms and takes place globally. Domestic violence in the United States has 
decreased 64% over the last 30 years; however, sexual and labor trafficking is increasing. The decrease in 
domestic violence is good news, but we need to find solutions to end it. The recent handling of domestic violence 
cases by major sports leagues sheds a light on the need to engage men and boys in changing the culture around 
masculinity. Activists believe that gender violence is learned, and that means it can be unlearned. Changing 
gender stereotypes and campus culture resulting in violence towards women on college campuses is a focus of 
AAUW. 

Domestic violence activists believe that the end of violence against women will come with economic 
empowerment for women. In our community, Next Door Solutions to Domestic Violence is a member of the South 
Bay Coalition to End Human Trafficking and, along with a number of resources for victims, provides services to 
assist human trafficking victims in our county. Next Door partners with the San Jose Police Department by 
providing emergency shelter and advocacy to survivors. AAUW San Jose, through Neighbors Helping Neighbors, 
supports the work of Next Door as volunteers at programs. In August 2015, Next Door received a $7,000 
community action grant from AAUW to be used for a specific program; a letter of recommendation from AAUW 
San Jose was attached to the grant application. AAUW advocates “freedom from violence and fear of 
violence” (AAUW Public Policy Program 2015-2017).

Great Decisions Groups 
Invite New Members

AAUW San Jose’s Great Decisions extends an 
invitation to AAUW members to join groups now 
forming for the 2016 season. Coming together 
to explore eight current topics set by the 
Foreign Policy Association, we use the FPA 
handbooks and view DVD interviews by experts 
to set the tone of our discussions. Most of us 
know little about the subjects; we come together 
to learn.

This coming year, some of the issues we will 
delve into include: the Middle East, the rise of 
ISIS, the future of Kurdistan, migration, the 
Koreas, the United Nations, climate change, 
and Cuba and the U.S.

The Branch has two Great Decision groups. 
Great Decision AM meets on the 2nd and 4th 
Thursday mornings, February through May, 
from 9:30 am to 11:30 am at Headquarters. For 
more information, please contact Maureen 
Curulla. Great Decisions PM meets on the 4th 
Tuesday evening, January through August, from 
7 pm to 8:30 pm at Headquarters. For more 
information, please contact Jan Palajac.

Media Matters....

http://sanjose-ca.aauw.net
http://sanjose-ca.aauw.net
http://www.aauwsanjose.org
http://www.aauwsanjose.org
mailto:elizabeth@guimarin.net
mailto:elizabeth@guimarin.net
mailto:elinbolt@gmail.com
mailto:elinbolt@gmail.com
mailto:mcurulla@comcast.net
mailto:mcurulla@comcast.net
mailto:mcurulla@comcast.net
mailto:mcurulla@comcast.net
mailto:jpalajac@yahoo.com
mailto:jpalajac@yahoo.com
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Legal Advocacy Fund Update - 
Equal Pay Fight Continues

Kathy Bechly, LAF VP

Five states passed much-needed reforms to their equal 
pay laws. Governors in Connecticut, Delaware, North 
Dakota, Oregon, and Illinois signed into law measures 
aimed at narrowing the gender wage gap. These new 
laws make it harder for employers to use non-work-
related defenses to defeat pay discrimination claims. 
They prohibit employers from discriminating or 
retaliating against employees who discuss their wage or 
who are involved in proceedings to fix pay 
discrimination. These laws also increase remedies paid 
to victims of discrimination and require contractors to 
pay all employees equally. The New York legislature has 
passed equal pay bills that are still awaiting signature 
from their governor.

California and Massachusetts are still working to 
pass Equal Pay  Legislation this year. California has a 
trio of equal pay bills moving through the legislature. All 
three have passed the first chamber as well as 
committee in the second chamber. Assembly Bill 1017 
prohibits employers from asking about a potential hire’s 
prior salary history. If enacted, it would be the first state 
law of its kind. Assembly Bill 1354 requires contractors 
work ing in the s ta te to comply wi th a pay 
nondiscrimination program. Finally, Senate Bill 358 
clarifies employer defenses to pay discrimination claims 
and prohibits employers from discriminating or retaliating 
against employees who are involved in proceedings to 
enforce these protections. Adapted from AAUW 
Advocacy, “2015 State Equal Pay Legislation by the 
Numbers,” August 20, 2015.

AAUW Fellows Luncheon
Sharon Bouska, AAUW Funds VP

Over the past century, AAUW’s fellowships and grants 
program has provided over $100 million to more than 
12,000 women and projects serving women and girls 
from 140 countries. This year AAUW awarded a total 
of $3.7 million in funding for individual women and 
community projects serving women and girls. A total of 
241 awardees received one of AAUW’s six fellowships 
and grants : Amer ican Fel lowships, Career 
D e v e l o p m e n t G r a n t s , C o m m u n i t y A c t i o n 
Grants, International Fellowships, International Project 
Grants, and Selected Professions Fellowships.

AAUW fellowships and grants are especially dedicated 
to empowering women in fields in which they’re 
underrepresented, like STEM. Forty-three percent of 
AAUW fellowships and grants support women in 
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM) fields, where women are significantly 
underrepresented.

It all began in 1888, when AAUW launched its 
fellowships and grants program to encourage women 
to seek advanced education. At a time when women 
had restricted access to higher education, AAUW 
fellowships and grants were instrumental in breaking 
barriers for women. Yet AAUW knows that women still 
face significant barriers in access to higher education. 
That’s why AAUW fellows and grantees may use their 
funding to pay for necessities like child care, 
transportation, books, and tuition. This flexibility plays 
a significant role in a woman’s success in completing 
graduate programs.

AAUW continues to be a leading source of funding for 
graduate women in all fields of education. You can 
meet AAUW Fellows and Grant Recipients at the 
Northern California AAUW Fellows Luncheon on 
Sunday October 25. Don’t miss this opportunity to be 
inspired.

Location: Crow Canyon Country Club, 711 Silver 
Lake Dr, Danville. Cost: $40. For detailed information 
or to purchase tickets click HERE.

Neighbors Helping Neighbors
Karelle Cornwell

Neighbors Helping Neighbors is collecting items to give 
out as Bingo prizes to the residents at Julian Street Inn. 
You can help by donating items such as toiletries 
(shampoo, toothpaste, lotion), new socks and underwear, 
new flip  flops, new sweatshirts, new or gently used bath 
robes, gift cards for Target, Ross. Marshall’s, etc. Items 
can be left in the labeled bin in the parlor closet. Julian 
Street Inn is an emergency shelter for adult men and 
women struggling with severe mental illness and 
substance abuse issues. 

AAUW FUNDS

Symposia 
In keeping with our themes of fellowship and service, 
we will be preparing items for Gifts for Teens this 
month. Join us on Wednesday October 28 at 10 am at 
Headquarters. For more information contact Mary Ann 
Carnevale.

mailto:karellec@sbcglobal.net
mailto:karellec@sbcglobal.net
mailto:maryanncarnevale1@gmail.com
mailto:maryanncarnevale1@gmail.com
mailto:maryanncarnevale1@gmail.com
mailto:maryanncarnevale1@gmail.com
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A Brief History of Local Scholarship
and the Holiday Boutique

Cheryl Markman

AAUW San Jose has been providing scholarships for 
women for thirty-five years through the Local Scholarship 
Community Action Project. In addition to monetary 
donations from AAUW San Jose members, Local 
Scholarship  is funded through grant writing and an annual 
Holiday Boutique, now looking forward to its fourteenth 
year. The Boutique will be held this year on Saturday 
November 14. Donations of items for the boutique are 
currently being sought.  Please consider giving home-
baked goods; handcrafted jewelry, needlework and craft 
items and hand-knitted scarves; small gifts; holiday 
decorations and other items of décor. Interest Groups are 
asked to donate a thematic basket related to their area of 
interest. Thanks to your generosity, now in giving and with 
your purchases at the Boutique, we look forward to 
another successful fund-raising event.   

Originally scholarships in the amount of $100 were 
awarded to young women graduating from high school 
and going on to a four-year institution. Later the focus 
was changed to women who have completed two full 
years at an accredited college or university and are 
enrolled in a four-year institution and the grant amounts 
have increased to as much as $4000. In 2015, a total of 

$30,000 was awarded to 13 recipients. Maria Lopez, a 
student at West Valley College, received the Ruby 
Trombetta Memorial Scholarship  of $4,000. To date 
nearly $175,000 has been awarded to 130 recipients.

Additionally, Local Scholarship  is now accepting 
donations to the Edie Kerr Memorial Scholarship  in honor 
and memory of our friend and founding member of the 
Local Scholarship  committee. For more information, 
please contact Thea Jacobs or Marilyn Jackson.  

2015 Local Scholarship recipients

FFFL Kicks Off 2015-2016 Activities
Judith Kristofferson

Financially Fit For Life (FFFL), one of AAUW San Jose’s 
Community Action Projects, starts its programming with a 
presentation on October 20 on managing your credit to 
an audience at Family Supportive Housing. Bonnie 
Austin, with help  from Dorothy Wilson, developed the 
material for this program. They will cover how to correct 
credit scores, avoid predatory loans and use credit 
counseling.

Other activities for the year include a Third Wednesday 
presentation on starting an investment club. The group 
will also be expanding its workshop  presentation at next 
spring’s Strong Girls, Strong Women event to reach an 
even wider audience.

FFFL offers interesting opportunities to research, plan or 
present material to help  educate women about money 
matters. We explore, learn and share information on the 
world of finance. To learn more about FFFL, please 
contact the group’s Chair, Mary Barry.

Ready-Set-Shop for Teens
Jan Giroux, Gifts for Teens

It’s getting to be that time of year when a feeling of good 
will starts to blossom. Turn that feeling into action and 
think Gifts for Teens. The Gifts for Teens committee and 
community volunteers will fill 1,300 gift bags this year, but 
we are lacking some favorite teen items. Do you knit or 
know someone who does? 300 hand-knitted or purchased 
scarves are needed to help complete the girls’ gift bags. 

Donations of unused (non-expired) cosmetics, new 
cosmetics, new playing cards, store gift cards, fast food 
gift cards, small games, Nerf balls, toiletries and dental 
hygiene products are welcome as well. Any amount of 
cash donation is also gratefully accepted.

Leave donated items at AAUW San Jose Headquarters in 
the parlor closet. Please include donor’s name and full 
address. Remember, if you do shop  Amazon, log onto 
smile.amazon.com and choose Gifts for Teens as your 
charity. There is no cost to you and Amazon gives a 
percentage to Gifts for Teens. Questions, please contact 
Elaine Benoit.

mailto:jkristofferson@att.net
mailto:jkristofferson@att.net
mailto:maryjbarry@icloud.com
mailto:maryjbarry@icloud.com
mailto:jgiroux603@aol.com
mailto:jgiroux603@aol.com
mailto:elaine@gifts4teens.org
mailto:elaine@gifts4teens.org
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Mystery Lovers Book Group 2015-2016
3rd Thursday at 7 pm at Headquarters

Sharon Shephard

Sept.17 - Blood on Snow by Jo Nesbo
Oct.15 - The Crossing Places by Elly Griffiths
Nov.19 -Murphy’s Law by Rhys Bowen
Jan.21 – Defending Jacob by William Landay
Feb. 18 –The Cairo Affair by Olen Steinhauser
Mar.17 –Natchez Burning by Craig Iles
April 21–Cocaine Blues by Kerry Greenwood
May 19 – Instruments of Darkness by Imogene Robertson
June 16 - TBA
July 21 - “Beach Read” share/swap

AAUW Partners with BAWSI 
Jean Reed, Title IX/Sports Equity

We are excited that our Branch is sponsoring two BAWSI 
girls in the after-school activity program at Gardner 
Elementary. The Bay Area Women’s Sports Initiative 
(BAWSI) teams up  college athletes with girls in third to 
fifth grade in underserved local schools to get girls 
moving, to uplift and strengthen their self-esteem and to 
expand their horizons. Evergreen Valley College 
Women’s soccer will be volunteering as coaches at 
Gardner along with two of the incredible BAWSI Athlete 
Leaders. We encourage you to come and see the BAWSI 
girls in action on Wednesday October 21. We’ll meet at 
Headquarters at 2 pm to carpool to Gardner. Their 
session runs from 2:25 – 3:40 pm. Sponsorship  of the 
girls was made possible by the Ruby Trombetta donation. 

USPS Postal permit

Bobbie Eckerman

First Monday: Jackie Chase, Pat Mikolic
Second Monday: Francine Heilman, Kennette Shannon, 

Rosemary Busch
Second Thursday: Sandra Savage, Sue Swackhamer

Second Friday (Duplicate): Pat Mikolic, Leela Viswanathan, 
Bobbie Eckerman

Third Friday: Mary Fitzgerald, Mary Braley
Fourth Tuesday: Judy Kumagai, Virginia Beck, Bobbie 

August 2015 AAUW Bridge Winners

Reminder: 
Third Wednesday Program

Two women business owners share tips for 
Backyard Birding

October 21 at 7 pm

mailto:sharonshephard@hotmail.com
mailto:sharonshephard@hotmail.com
mailto:jjkreed@comcast.net
mailto:jjkreed@comcast.net
mailto:eckshome1@aol.com
mailto:eckshome1@aol.com
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Unless otherwise noted, all meetings are at Headquarters and are shown in BLUE. Events in RED meet elsewhere. To 
schedule a meeting, check the Branch Calendar, then contact Kathy Myers. RSVP means the group needs to know who 
will attend. 

Weekend Walkers meets most Saturdays and Sundays at 8am for an hour-long walk. To receive weekly emails about 
walks, contact Jean Reed.

Mon Oct 5 " 9:30am - 12:30pm Bridge RSVP Pat Mikolic
7pm - 8:30pm Neighbors Helping Neighbors Sally Bailey

Tue Oct 6 " 10am - 11:45am Deutsche Unterhaltung RSVP Barbara Snyder
Wed Oct 7 " 7pm - 8:30pm Board Meeting - Social Time from 6:30 Bobbie Baker
Thu Oct 8 " 7:15pm - 10pm Bridge - Member's home RSVP Bobbie Eckerman
Fri Oct 9 " 10am - 2pm Bridge Duplicate RSVP Lida Kluzek
Sat Oct 10 " 6:30pm Couples Gourmet - Member's home RSVP Margaret Bard
Sun Oct 11  " 1pm - 3pm Eleanor Roosevelt Birthday Party Sharon Bouska 

Film Fans RSVP Linda Snashall
Mon Oct 12 " 10am - 1pm Bridge RSVP Rosemary Busch

1:30pm - 3:30pm Financially Fit For Life Mary Barry
6pm Light Gourmet - Member's home RSVP Cheryl Markman

Tue Oct 13 " 10am - 11:30am Espanol conversacion Nancy Toledo
10am - 11:30am Tuesday Morning Book Group - It's What I Do by Lynsey Addurio Maggie Benson

Wed Oct 14  " Art Appreciation Jan Bartolotta
6pm - 6:45pm Title IX/Sports Equity Laura Manthey
7pm - 8:30pm Wednesday Night Book Group - The Underground Girls of Kabul: 
In Search of a Hidden Resistance in Afghanistan by Jenny Nordberg Laura Manthey

Thu Oct 15 " 10am - 12pm Family History Susan Brundage
7pm - 8:30pm Mystery Lovers - The Crossing Places by Elly Griffiths Sharon Shephard 

Fri Oct 16 " 10am - 1pm Bridge RSVP Lida Kluzek
6:30pm - 8:30pm Singles Potluck Isabelle Wright

Mon Oct 19 " 9:30am - 11:30am Exploring World Literature - Smilla’s Sense of Snow by PeterHøeg Lucy Poindexter
6:30pm - 9pm International Gourmet - Member's home Jan Bartolotta

Tue Oct 20 " 10am - 11:45am Français – conversation RSVP Barbara Snyder
6pm - 8pm Public Policy Jacqui Gustaferro

Wed Oct 21 " 2pm – 4pm BAWSI Girls with Sports Equity RSVP Jean Reed
" 7pm - 8:30pm Third Wednesday “Backyard Birding”
Thurs Oct 22 " 7pm - 9pm Game Night - RSVP by Monday Sandee Plymire 408-280-5799
Sun Oct 25 " 11:30am - 2pm AAUW Fellows Luncheon - Crow Canyon Country Club in Danville-Meet 2015-2016 

Fellowship and Grant recipients. Info & Tickets 
Mon Oct 26 " 9am - 10:30am Building Committee Laura Manthey

6:30pm - 8:30pm Veggie Gourmet Potluck Jean Wyatt 408-262--3372
Tue Oct 27 " 11:30am Lunch Bunch - Cheesecake Factory, Westfield Valley Fair Mall RSVP Francine Hileman

7:15pm - 10pm Bridge - Member's home RSVP Bobbie Eckerman
Wed Oct 28 " 10am - 11:30am Symposia - Prepare items for Gifts For Teens MaryAnn Carnavale 

SAVE THE DATE
Sat Nov 7" 10:30am - 12:30pm “Human Trafficking In Your Neighborhood” at the Bascom Public Library, San Jose 

Jacqui Gustaferro
Sat Nov 14" 10am – 2pm Holiday Boutique for Local Scholarship
Sun Dec 13" 2 pm Holiday Social
Sun Feb 28" 2 – 4:30pm “Valley of Heart’s Delight” hosted by the Women Sommeliers at CooperVino Kathy Bechly

October Calendar
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AAUW San Jose Public Policy Committee Presents 
“Human Trafficking In Your Neighborhood”

November 7, 10:30 am to 12:30 pm
Bascom Public Library, San Jose
Free to members and community

Find out:
What does Super Bowl 2016 have to do with human trafficking?

Is sex and labor trafficking happening in Santa Clara County even when we are 
not hosting the Super Bowl?

Can ordinary citizens stop human trafficking?

Get the facts: What should I know? What should I do?

http://www.aauwsanjose.org
http://www.aauwsanjose.org
mailto:jjkreed@comcast.net
mailto:jjkreed@comcast.net
mailto:jjkreed@comcast.net
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